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The Time of his going to 
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barking for Penſelvania. 
Perſons who are deſirous 
of that Gentleman. - 5 
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\ Among many other Particulars, are the following: 


I. His early Religion and Charity 
taken Notice of by the Heads of the 

Houſes at Oxtord. 

II. On his Reading a Book, intitled, 


The Life ot God in che Soul of Man, 


he ſaw the Neceflity of the New- 
Birth. _._. | 
III. Was z Years under continual Temp- 
Ztations aud Buffetting ot the Devil. 


-_- and preaches Charity Sermans.. 


14 


hape beendrown'd, but arrives Safe, 


#/ . 


PIII. the waited on the Biſhop of | 


% 


A RE 


Where he preache> before the Free- 


Maſons, and dines with them, &c. 


with his particulac Proceedings at 


Secorgia. : 
VI. Sets Sail from Charles Town for 
1 England. 


; Biſhop of Limerick, who kitfes him 
and gives him his Bleſſing-. | 


Londonderry, and Archbiſhop ot Ar- 
magh, and was very civiily txeared. 


IX. Mr.Majendic'sLetter to a Friend, 
concerning Mr. Whucticld's Behavi- 
Our at St; Margarct's Church, Weit-. 
minſter; and Mr. Bennet's &ccouat 

of that Aff, ; 


Air. N 


X. His Account, how part of the Mo- 


how the reſt is to be laid out. 

uenes lent to Mr. White field. 

XII. A Method of Conte ſſion for Wo- 
men Methodiſts. 8 g # 

XIII. Denied preaching at Iflington 


Church, ſo preached in the Church. 
n Pre ache the 


4 


V. Seits Sail for Georgia, had like to 


VII. Preaches at the Requeſt of the 


fed has been expended, and | 


[ 


XIV. His Preaching at Kennington- 
Common, Mobrfièlds, &c. with an 

Account of the Syms ot Money col - 
lected. | 

XV. Joſeph Periam's Firſt Letter to 
Mr. Whitziicld, flom Ne $0, in 
Bechlehem-Eolpital; Mr. White- 
field gocs to ſes hun. His Second 
Letter; Me. Whiteſield's Anſwer, 
His Third Letter; Mr. Whitefield 


George Whitefield, 
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Criſb School, in Glouceſter, to his Em- 
Compiled for the Satisfaction of thoſe 
of Reading the Genuine Account 


goes to him again, and gets his Diſ- 


charge. 


X VL. Takes another Tour in the Coun- 


try, and continues Collecting; and 


pays Money into the Truſtees Hands 
tor the Ute of the Orphan · Houſe at 


Georgia. 
XVII. An Anſwer to the former 
\ Queties; with a Reply to the An- 


ſwer; and an Anſwer to the Reply, 
XVIII. A modeit Inquiry into the 


Principles and Prattices of the New 


Set of 'Methodilts. DP 
XIX. A Poem on Eternal Miſery, 
addreſſed to Mr, Whitefield. | 


AKA Copy of Mr. William Se- 
ward's Lerner: In Anſwer to one re», 
ceived from his Brother the Rev. 


Mr. Thomas Seward at Genoa. 


XXI. Another Letter relating to Mr. 


Whitefield and his Followers, where- 
in is a Parallel drawn between the 
preſent Sett of Mechodiſts (as they 


are commonly called) and the French 


Prophets. 


XXII. The Rev. Mr. Welles's Let- 


ter to Mr. Whitefield from Cardiff, 
Craig him with ſeveral Fallitics,.  _ 
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OF THE 


Rev. Mr. George Whitcheld, 


168 George Whitefield (who is the 
Subject of the following Treatiſe) 
was the Son of Mr. Whitefield in 
the City of Glouceſter, whoſe Fa- 

ther and Anceſtors had kept the 


Bell - Inn in that City for a great many Years: 


He was put to Criſp School of the ſame Place, 


and was from thence elected to Pembroke 


Cobege, Oxford, where he continued ſome- 
time without being taken any Notice of; 
bat in a few Years, the Heads of the Houſes 
began to obſerve bis conſtant Attendance on 
Divine Service, receiving the Sacrament, and 
giving ſuch Alms as his ſſender Fortune would 
_ frequent F _ and practiſing e- 
very 


1 # 


7 
Fo 


al 
1 * 


7 . {060-1 -E of te Rev. - 
very Chriſtian Duty, and applied himſelf 
very cloſely to reading the Sermons that were 
publiſned by ſome of the beſt Divines, ſuch 
as Sharp, South, Calamy, and Tillotſon, which 
laſt he ſaid he lookt on only as a Syſtem of 
Moral Ethicks, and that he knew no more 
of true Chriſtianity, than Mahomet. After 
this he read a Book, intitled, The Life of 
God in the Soul of Man, which he ſays is 
worth its Weight in Gold; and wherein he 
ſaw the Neceſſity of the New Birth. For 
two Years together, while he was at the 
Univerſity, he underwent a Series of Temp- 
tations and continual Buffetings of the De- 
vil, which in a great Degree, he ſaid, qua- 
lifted him for the Miniſterial Office, in that 
he had experimentally tried all Things, and 
ſuffered every Sort of Temptation, can ſuit 
bis Advice to the different States and Con- 
_ ditions of other People's Souls, net to men- 
tion his being better qualified than others 
for the compoling his Sermons, for he never 
preached any thing but what he experimen- 
tally felt; whereas, ſays he, other People are 
forced to plod and rack their Brains whole 
Weeks in compiling a Diſcourſe, when I am 
F ce.nabled to compile as faſt as I can write. 
= | He likewiſe ſays, that the Holy Ghoſt firſt ap- 
= peals to the Underſtanding, then over-rules 
| the Will, that its experiences are not to be 
deſcribed to an unregenerate Perſon, an 
more than Colours to a Man born Blind. 
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When he came from Oxford to London 
ſeveral of the Clergy, (at the Inſtigation of 
ſome of his Friends) lent him their Pulpits, 
where he preach'd Charity Sermons, and 
the Collections were generally more than 
double the Sums collected upon the like 
Occaſions : Whether this or his Method of 
Preaching they diſliked, Iwill not take upon 
me to determine. "3 . 
Immediately after this Mr. Whitefield re- 
folves upon going Abroad, it being, as he 
ſaid, the Divine Will he ſhould, and the 
Reaſons he could urge for this Journey, he 
thought would not be judged of impartially, 
ſo would give none, . by 

Accordingly upon Wedneſday the 28th of 


December 1737, he ſet out for Deptford, and 


lay at a Widow Woman's Houſe, and from 
thence went on Board the Whitaker at Graveſ- 
end, where he went on Shore and preache- 
ed ſeveral Times while the Ship lay there; 
But on Friday the 6th of January, the Ship 


fell down to the Nore, from thence to Mar- 


gate, and ſo to the Downs, and ſet fail from 
thence, January 14. but the W ind turning full 
againſt them, they were drove back to the 
Downs again; on the 2d of Feb. there being 
a favourable Gale they again ſet Sail, aud on 
the 3d had like all to have been loſt, by an 
Eaft-India Ship having very nearly ran foul 
of theirs; but on the 2oth of? February they 


caſt Anchor in Gibraltar Haven, ſtaid there 


B 2 ſome 


.> 
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and 


ſome time, and preach'd continually, which 
had a very good Effect over the Soldiery; 


but in pong from thence to Gibraltar mY 


very Sea fick, which made him incapable o 
700 u 8 his Duty, but ſoon recovered 

efore they arrived in e 
River, which was May 7, he had a little 
touch of a Fever. 

Thus being arrived at Georgi he was very 
well received, where he continued conſtantly 
praying and preaching to the People, and 
was very much followed from Place to Place 
by 'em, even ſo much, that the Heads of 
kde thought the peopie loſt too much Time 
in following him, which occaſioned great 
Murmurings; but that did not prevent his 

reaching as before, all the Time he ſtaid 
there. 

Mr. Whitefield, after he returned to Sa- 
pannah, was taken ill, but recovered very 
ſpeedily z and preached before the Free- 
Maſons, with whom afterwards he dine 
and was uſed with the utmoſt Civility. 

On the 8th of Auguſt, after a pleaſant Paſ- 
ſage of five or fix Days, he arrived at Fre- 
derica, a Town Southerly about 100 Miles 
from Savannah, where there is about 120 
Inhabitants, who received him very friend- 
ly ; where he ſtayed preaching and praying 
with them till the 13th of Auguſt, when 
they expreſſed a very great Concern at his 


Raving them. 
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He arrived at Sævannab the 16th of Auguſt, 
continued there till the 28th, and then went 
to Charles-Town, where he ſtaid till Septem- 
ber g. and then went on board the Mary, 


1 . Coc, Commander, bound to "AE pou 3 
an 


and after a very dangerous and long Paſſage 
of nine Weeks and three Days, they arrived 
at Karrigholt in Ireland ; After leaving this 


Place and travelling for England, he made 


Limerick in his Way, and there ſent to in- 


form Dr. Burſcough, Biſhop of Limerick, that 
be was arrived, by. whom he was received 


with a great deal of Civility ;and at his Lord- 
mip's Requeſt, preached in the Morning at 


the Cathedral to a very numerous Audi- 
ence, After Sermon the Mayor ſent to in- 


vite him to Dirmer, but he was engaged to 
the Biſhop, who thanked him for his Ser- 
mon, and offer'd him the Uſe of his Pa. 


Jace, but he told his Lordſhip he was to leave 


Limerick in the Morning. When he went 
to take leave of the Biſhop, he kiſſed him, 


and (aid, * Mr. Whitefield, God bleſs you, 1 


1 


* wiſh you Succeſs Abroad. Had you ſtaid 
© in Town, this Honfe fhould have been 
your Home. 


le reached Dublin, November 23. and 
8 Sunday, Nov. 26. at the Churches of 


* 


7 


Die LIF E of the Rev. 
was by both very kindly invited to Dinner, 
and very civily treated. 1 8 

On Thurſday, Nov. 30. after near twelve 
Months Abſence from London, he arrived 


ſafe at Park Gate, and on Friday, Dec. 8. 


came ſafe to Town, being met by ſeveral 
T7 OE: 8 

I ſhall now give my Readers an Account 
of the moſt extraordinary Facts concerning 
Mr. Whitefield, ſince his Return from Geor- 
gia ; and ſhall in the firſt Place, inſert a 
very remarkable Affair that happened in St, 
Margaret's Church, Weſiminſter, on Sunday 
Feb. the 4th. | 


Mr. Majendie's Letter to a Friend, 
SIR, 1 08 


* AS you ſeem defirons to kaow from 


me ſome Particulars relating to the 


© Diſturbance that happened in St. Mar- 
_ © garet's Church, Weſtminſter, on Sunday Fe- 
© bruary the 4th, I ſhall lay them before you 
© with that ſtrict regard to the Truth and 


< Impartiality that you expect from me, and 
© I ſhould be glad to meet with you upon 
the like Occaſion. | 
© Mr. Morgan (who is Preacher to the 
© Friendly Society) came to me ſome Days 
before this Affair happened, and deſired 


me to preach for him before the ſaid Soci- 


* ety the following Sunday Evening, which 
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: 4 readily conſented to. I went to the 
© Veſtry before divine Service began; there 


I met with a Perſon belonging to the So- 


ciety (whoſe Name I am told is Bennet) 


who told me Mr. Whitefield was in the 
Neighbourhood, and expected to preach 
that he hoped I would not oppoſe him, and 
that if Mr. Morgan had been in Town, he 
did not doubt but he would have complied 
with his Requeſt. To this my Anſwer was; 
That as I had promiſed my Friend I would 
preach for him, I thought it my Duty to 
keep my Word, and that he being the on- 
ly Perſon I had to do with, I did not think 
it proper to reſign the Pulpit without his 
Conſent. Our Converſation being over, 
I went to the Miniſter's Pew, and gave a 

ſtrict Charge to the Perſon who let me in 

to open it again at the uſual Time, which 

was promiſed me, Mr. Whitefield came to 
the Pew about the Middle of Divine Service, 
but finding it lock'd, went back (I hear) 
to the Veſtry till Prayers were over: Du- 
ring which Time I had ſeveral Meſſengers 
ſent me, who endeavoured to prevail up- 
on me, by urging that the whole Society 
expected, and the Church- Wardens defired 
| would comply; both of which I then 
thought, as I now know, to be falſe. Theſe 

repeated Intreaties and indiſcreet as well as 


* unſcaſonable Applications, created, as you 


may imagine, no little Diſturbance in the 


Church, 


* 
— TIS . _ 


FE of the Rep. 
© Church, a great Part of the Congregation 
© being more intent on the Iſſue of this Con- 
teſt than Divine Service. Whilſt the Pſalm was 
© ſinging, the Pew-keeper came and asked me 
© whether or no I inſiſted upon preaching z 


but being told I did, he, inſtead of open- 


© ing it, withdrew immediately, Upan this 
© Mr. Whitefield came from the Veſtry, at- 


* tended and ſurrounded by ſeveral young F 


© Men of his Party, who uſhered him to the 
Pupit in ſuch a tumultuous Manner as muſt 


have ſcandalized every unprejudiced Spec- | 
© tator, and is, lam ſure, quite the Reverſe of 
_ © this Injunction of an Apoſtle, Let all Things 


© be done decently and in Order. 3 
© Thus, Sir, 1 have given, in Compliance 
© with your Requeſt, a particular and faith- 


© ful Account of this odd Event, in which F 


© am conſcious I have advanced nothing but 


* what is ſtrictly true, and leave you to make 
© what Uſe of it you ſhall think proper, 


1 am, Gr. 
I. MAJENDIE. 
P. S. I had almoſt forgot to tell you, that 


when I complained in the Veſtry before ſeveral 


Porſons belonging to the Society of the Irregu- 
Larity of this Proceeding, Mr. Whitefield who 
was preſent, acknowledge (tho in an indirect 
way) that he had offended. 
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Mr. George Whitefield. 


Mr. Bennet's Account of the above-mentioned 


Mair. 


N Sunday, February 4, at the Deſire of the 
Friendly Society, Mr. Whitefield came from 
Spirtleſields Church to St. Margaret, Weſt minſ- 
ter Lie would have gone into the Miniltcr's 
Seat, but could not, there being no one to 
unlock the Door: He then went in theVeſtry, 


and ſtaid there during the Prayers. The uſual , 


Preacher before the Society was out of Town, 


otherwiſe they would have acquainted him 


with their Defire of Mr. H hitefield's preach- 


ing, which they doubt not he would have 
complied with. That he had deſired another 


to preach they knew not, when they asked 


9 


Mr. Whitefield to do it z but when he was 


come, in Compliance with their frequent re- 


peated Deſires they did infilt u upon his Preach- 
ing. 

A different Account of this having been 
publiſh'd, 1 Thomas Bennet, being one "of the 


Stewards of the Society, and the berſon who 


acquainted him with their Defire, do declare 
the above to be Matter of Fact, as it really 
15. Thoſe Circumſtances, That the Preacher, s 
Pew was guarded by ſeveral Iuſty bellows, and 
that another Party conveyed the unlicenſed [n- 
truder triumphantly up into the Pgpit, and kept 
Centry upon the Stairs, for fear he ſhould be 
0 


taken 


8 


vn 
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wo. The LIFE of the Rev. 
taken down in as forceable a Manner as he 
got up, is entirely Falſe. 


Thomas Bennet. 


— 


T he following was publiſp d by Mr. Whitefield. 


| T being the Apoſtle's Advice to provide 
1 Things honeſt in the Sight of all Men, that 
the Benefactors may be ſatisfied how their 
ſeveral Contributions have been expended, I 
| thought proper to publiſh the following Ac- - _ 
| —:- 
| I made this private Colle&ion, Firſt, To- 
wards buying or printing religious Books. 
—— Secondly, Building a Church. 
"Thirdly, Maintaining Orphans, and Building 
an Orphan-Houſe, — Fourthly, Supporting 
poor Houſe-keepers. 


N. B. There is no mention in the enſuing 
Account of any Money expended for an 
Orphan-Houſe, becauſe that was not 
ſet on Foot. But now I am about to 
collect Money for the erecting one, and 


am to have the entire Diſpoſal and Ma- 
nagement of it, Fas 


Such a Place is much wanted in Savannah, 
for there are many Orphans, who now being 
obliged to live in the Families about Town, 


My. George Whitefield, Goc. 11 
loſe all the Advantages they receive at 


' School. 


Befides, it will be a great Encouragement 
to People to go over to the Colony, when 
they are aſſured their Children will be pro- 
vided for after their Deceaſe; and it will 
be an unſpeakble Comfort to all Parents al- 
ready there, who fear nothing ſo much as 
having their Children left deſtitute when 
they are dead. 

Further, if the Indians that live near the 
Town, can be perſuaded to ſend their Chil- 
_ dren, it ſeems to be the only proper Means 
to bring about their Converſion. 

It may be further conſidered, that the 
Children to be maintained in this Orphan- 
Houſe, are to be bred up to manual Labour 
from their very Infancy. — That the Per- 
ſons to be employed in their Education, it 
is to be hoped, have the Glory of God at 
Heart, and deſire no other Gratuity than 
Food and Raiment. — Part alſo of the Or- 
phan-Houſe is to be ſet apart for an Infirma- 
ry, when fick Servants and poor People, who 
are now in great Danger of periſhing for 
want of Neceſlaries, are to be taken in, 
and provided for; which muſt be a great 
Eaſe and Aſſiſtance, not only to the Ser- 
vants, but to Maſters and Miſtreſſes of Fa- 
milles, who cannot afford to have Phyſici- 
ans, or furniſh ſick Servants» with Things 
convenient. ; : 

{= 228 | Mr. 
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Mr. Seward, a Gentleman of known Inte- 


grity and go0d Fortune, intends to go to 


Georgia with me, to ſet forwards this good 


Work. -— And whoſoever have a Mind to 


ſubſcribe towards it, are deſired to fend their 
Subſcriptions to John Thorold, Eſq; at St. 
Fames*s Place; Ffames Hutton, Bookſeller, 
without Temple-Bar, London ʒ; Mr. Seward, at 
Gerraway's Coffee Houſe Mr. Hoare. Banker 


in Fleetſtreet ; the Rev. Mr. Walter Chap- 


man, at Bath; the Rev. Mr. Kinchen, Fel- 
low of Corpus Chriſt College in Oxford ; Mr. 
Gabril Harris jun. Bookſeller in Glouceſter, 
and Mr. Samuel Perkins, Haberdaſher of Small 


Wares, in Wime-ſtreet, Briftol ; or to myſelf. 
at Mr. John Eray's, a Braſier in Little- Britin, 
near Alderſgate, London. 


N. B. Publick Accounts of all Particulars 
expended, will be given from Time to 
Time, and whoſoever have a Mind to 
ſubſcribe Annually, are deſired to give 
In their Names and Places of Abode, to 
any of the Perſons above-mentioned, 


Immediately after this, he ſet out on his 
Tour to the Weſt, - and preached in the open 
Fields, Commons, and from Hills, to great 
Numbers of People, eſpecially at and near 
Briſtol : The greateſt Part of his Followers 


confiſted of Colliers, whom he has preached 


into tolerable good Bennie, for . 
is 
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Mx. George Whitefield, &c. 13 
his going among them, they were ſuch a 
Booriſh ſet of People, that they would not 
give a civil Anſwer to any one that asked 
them a Queſtion, and generally conſumed all 
the Money they got by their Labour in Riot- 
ing and Drunkenneſs; but are now fo far re- 
formed, as to have Meetings after Buſineſs is 
over, hear the Scripture expounded, (ing 
Pſalms, all after the Method of Mr, White- 


field. 


The following Letter was ſent to Mr. White- 
field when he was at Bath. 
Queries to Mr, Whitefield, 
. 


3 TH E RE is no need of any other Pre- 


face or Apology for my deſiring a So- 
© lation of the following Queries, than that 
* the Principle on which they depend is by 


_ © you, maintained to be of the utmoſt Im- 
_ © portance, ſuch as no Chriſtian ſhould be 


ignorant of, eſpecially a profeſt Teacher 
and Inſtructor of others. This therefore 
being a ſufficient Reaſon to apply for In- 
* formation from a Perſon ſo readily diſpoſed 


sto bring all Mankind out of Darkneſs and 


* Error, I proceed to acknowledge, 
That I do not perceive in myſelf thoſe 


Operations of the Spirit, which you diſ- 


cover within, and experimeſlitally feel, 


© But 
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But though I am hitherto unacquainted 


© with this extraordinary and ſupernatural 


* Light, and therefore will not pretend to 
© determine any Thing above the Reality or 
© Evidence of its Operation in you, yet I 
* think my natural Reaſon will ſuggeſt thus 


* far, that if there is ſuch a Light vouchſa- 


© fed from Heaven, it muſt certainly tend very 


much to the Benefit and Advantage of thoſe 


happy choſen few, who enjoy this fignal 


_ © CharaGteriſtick of Divine Favour ; as it 


© will give them the cleareſt and moſt per- 
fect Knowledge of their Duty, and a ſuit- 


able Power of performing it; which ſeems 


* to me the greateſt Bleſſing we can enjoy in 


© our preſent State of Probation, becauſe it 
* would tender us eaſy under all Circumſtances 


© here, and happy hereafter. 
Be pleaſed therefore to ſpecify, 


I. What are thoſe Principles, Doctrines, 


Articles of Faith, Motives, &c. which this 


extraordinary Light reveals; after what 
* Manner they come into the Mind ; and by 
© what Mark or Character you diſtinguiſh 
them from the Deluſions of Fancy, or worſe 
© Temptations ? 


III. What are thoſe particular Duties you 
are enabled to perform: Which all others 
* muſt leave undone, till they obtain the ſame 


< Means of performing them, viz. An ex- 
| | - traOre 
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© traordinary Intercourſe with the Deity? Or, 
III. If I am miſtaken in my Conjectures, 


© That if it doth exiſt, it muſt exiſt for ſuch 


Ends or Purpoſes.” — Be ſo kind as to 
* mention in a particular and determinate 
Manner for what other Uſes it is given, to 
* what Purpoſes you apply it, or it applies 


© you, and for what ſpecial Ends deſirable 
© which Ends could not be obtained without 


< it? 


© Here then you have ample room of be- 


ing ſerviceable to Mankind. For as you 


© will alledge, that all Men might enjoy this 
« ſignal Bleſſing, were it not for their Sins, 
* which either withhold or withdraw it, ſo 
* you muſt allow, that if a preciſe and exact 
* Summary were given us of thoſe ſeveral 


© Dotctrines, and Duties or Advantages, that 


* eannot be known, or performed, or receiv- 
* ed without this Divine Aſſiſtance, it would 
* greatly alarm, and make us more ſenſible 


Jof our dangerous Situation. — A good Step 


© this is towards Repentance, and Amendment 


* of Life; or (if you pleaſe) toward Rege- 


« neration and a new Birth. 

© Nor will it take up much of your Time 
in vouchſafing a diſtinct Anſwer to every 
Particular in this Requeſt : For as I do 
not deſire a Philoſophical Account of what 
this Spirit is, whether theAame with the 


* Quakers, or a different one, or how it actu- 


5. ares, 
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© ates, or how conſiſtent with the Natural 


© Powers of the Underſtanding, and moral 


* Agency ; but only of whar Benefit and Ad- 


Vantage it is, and wherefore defireable, — 


I apprehend it can be conſidered as a Mat- 
* ter of Fact, and expreſſed in a few Words, 
« with little or no Trouble. If I am guilty 
* of any Impropriety in my manner of Speak- 
*1ng about this myſterious Subject, tis a Mi- 
© ſtake unavoidable in my preſent Circum- 
* ſtances; and therefore beg Leave to repeat 


my defire of a clear and explicit Anſwer 
2 an Anſwer not made up of general Terms 


and Phraſes, of an unſettled Meaning, but 
pointing, and particular, whereby I may 
perceive the Uſefulneſs of this Light With- 
in, and the extream Danger of being un- 
concerned about it. And in the mean Time 


do engage to give to all you advance, a fair 


© and impartial Reception, according to the 
* Apoſtolical Rule of proving all Things, in 
order to hold faſt that which is good.” 


Tours, &c. 


The 
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The following was copied from one under 


Mr. W-—'s own Hand. 


A Method of Confeſſion drawn up for the Uſt 
of the Women Methodiſts. Taker from 
the Original. * 5 


T* HE Deſign of our Meeting together is 

to obcy rhe Command of Gods — 
Confeſs your Faults one to another, and pray 
one for the other, that ye may be heal- 
ed. — To this End we intend to meet 
twice a Week, — To come punctually at the 
Hour appointed, without ſome extraordinary 


Reaſon. — To begin (thoſe of us who are 


preſent) exactly at the Hour, with Singing 
and Prayer. — To ſpeak each of us in Or- 


der, plainly and freely, the true State of our 


Hearts, with the Faults of Thought, Word, 


and Deed, and the Temptations we have 


been in ſince our laſt Meeting. 5 
——To end every Meeting with Singing 


and Prayer, ſuited to the State of each Per- 


ſon preſent. -— _ 

lo defire ſome Perſon among us to 
ſpeak her own State firſt, and then to ask 
the next in Order, as many and as ſearching 
Queſtions as may be, concerning their State, 


Sins, and Temptations. 


yy; Some 
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Some of thoſe Queſtions propoſed to every 


one before ſhe is admitted among us, may 
ye to this Effect. 
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12 Have you a Witneſs of God's Spirit with 
your Spirit, that you are a Child of God? 
Have you Joy in the Holy Ghoſt ? 
| Is the Love of God ſhed abroad in your 
Heart? if not, 
Have you the Forgiveneſs of your Sins? 
Has no Sin, inward or outward, Dominion 
over you? 


Have you Peace with God through Jeſus 
Chriſt ? if not, 


Do you ſee your ſelf a loſt Sinner? 
Do you know you deſerve to be damned? 
Do you Deſpair of being ſav'd, either by 
your own Works, or by your own Righteouſ- 
neſs, and hope for Forgiveneſs of Sins and 
Juſtification. only through a living Faith In 
_ Chriſt Jeſus ? 
Do you defire to be told of your Faults? 
Do you defire to be told of all your Faults, 
ll and that plain and home ? 
1 Do you deſire that we ſhould tell you 
li Whatever we think, whateyer we hear con- 
jj cerning you? 
ll Do you deſire that in doing this, we 
| ſhould come as cloſe as poſſible, that we 


if ſhould cut to the Quick, and ſearch your 
HNReart to the Bottom? 
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Is it your deſire and defign to be on this 
and on all Occaſions entirely open, ſo as 
to ſpeak every Thing that is in your Heart 
without Exception, without 9 and 
without Reſerve? 


Are you in Love? 
Do you take more Pleaſure in any Body 
than in God? 

Whom do you love juſt now, better than 
any other Perſon in the World! > 
ls not the Perſon an Idol > Does he not 
(eſpecially in Publick Prayer) ſteal in be- 
tween God and your Soul? 

Does any Court you? 

ls there any one whom you ſuſpect to 10 
any ſuch Deſign ? 

Is there any.one who ſhews you mpre. Re. 
ſpect than to other Women? 
Are not you pleas'd with That? 

How do you like him? 

How do you fecl your ſelf when he comes, 
when he ſtays, when he goes away? 

The 14ſt ren Queſtions may be ask'd as of- 
ten as Occaſion offers. 


The Four following at every Morning, 
What known Sin have you committed ſince 
our laſt Meeting. 
What have you faid, thought, or done, 
of which you doubt whether it may be a 


Sin? 
D 2 What 


20 We L IF E of the Rev. 
What Temptations have you felt? How 
was vou delivered from them? of 
What Comforts or Communications have 
| you had from God, ſince our laſt Meeting? 


4 


On the 25th of April Mr. Whitefield came 
to London, and was kindly received by his 
Followers, and went in the Evening to a So- 
ciety he had in Fetter- Laue; and on the Fri- 
day following went to preach at Iington by 
the Permiſſion of the Rev. Mr. Stone houſe, 
whom he calls Brother in Chriſt; but the 
Church-Wardens would not let him, with- 
out he produced a Licence; and he having 
been preſented to the Living of Savannah, 
which is in the Biſhop of London's Dioceſe, 
ſaid he had a better Right than Hundreds of 
the inferior Clergy who are by his Lordſhip 
ſuffer d to preach ; but he was not permitted: 
When Service was over he preached in the 
Church yard; then went and expounded at 
_ *a Society at Wapping, and ſaid that the Lon- 
- People were much improved ſince he left 
He preached again in iugton Church- 
Tard in the Saturday Morning following, to a 
Congregation near as large again as that the 


Lime before; and in the Evening expaunded 


to a Society of Women at Fetter- Lane, and 
after that to another at Sr. Mary Hill, where 

by People's preſſing the Door was broke 
down. N oe 
1 The 
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I be 29th of April (Snday) he preached 
in Moorfelds to a great Number of People, 
and after that went to hear Dr. Trapp at 
Chriſt-Church, Neweate-ſtreet, where the Doc- 
tor preach'd a Sermon from theſe Words, Be 
not righteons over much, why ſhouldſt thou de- 
Broy thy ſelf; he heard it with great Serenity, 
tho' the Sermon was directly levelled at him 
and the other Methodiſts, and charges the 
Doctor with not being ſo calm in his Diſ- 
courſe 2s he wiſhed him; and ſays that his 
Sermon was founded upon wrong Suppoſi- 
tions, for tho' he was a learned Man, he knew 
nothing yet as he ought to know. 
The following Evening he went about Five 
o'Clock and preached at Kennington-Common, 
to abont Thirty Thouſand People, who were 
bobſerved to be very attentive. The next Day 
he received ſeveral Letters from Georgia. that 
mentioned they were but in a very indifferent 
Condition. On Tueſday he preached in 
I/lington Church yard to a very large Con- 
gregation; and in the Evening expounded in 
a Private Houſe on Domgate-Hill, from a 
Window that looked into the Street. 


Preached again on Wedneſday Evening to 


about Ten Thouſand People on Kennington 
Common, and after that attended the Society 
in Fetter-Lane: The following Day was 
ſpent in preparing for his Voyage, till Six 
in the Evening, and then preached to a 
greater Audience than before. 


On 
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On Saturday following preached again at 


| Kennington-Common to about Twenty Thou- 2 
ſand, and the Remainder of the 8 be 


ſpent i in preparing for Georgia; and on Sun- 9 
day preached in Moorfelds to Twenty Thou- 
ſand People, who behaved very orderly ; 


and in the Evening preached again at Ren- : 


nington- Common to near Fifty Thouſand Peo- = 
ple, and continued his Diſeourſe near an 
Hour and an Half. 
On the Monday prepared again for his 
Voyage to Georgia 3 and in the Evening ex- 
pounded in a private Houſe, where he Col- 
lected ten Pounds for the Orphans: Preach- 
ed as uſual at Kennington-Common, and tho' it 
rained hard, there was above Twenty Thou- 
ſand People. Next Day he waited on the 
Truſtees tor Georgia, who received him with 
- agreat deal of Civility, and gave him a Grant 
of Five Hundred Acres of Land for him 
and his Succeſſors for ever, for the Uſe of 
the Orphan Houſe. Being taken 11! this Af- 
— he took as ſome approaching Mer- 
cy. and notwithſtanding his Illneſs preach'd 
in the Evening at Kennington-· Common, where 
he collected above Forty Seven Pounds, a- 
mongſt which were Sixteen Pounds in Half. 
Pence. 
On the 1oth of May he preached at 
Kennington, but it raining pretty hard, there 
was not above Ten Thouſand People, and 
great part of his Diſcourlc ran on a particular 
— 


r "v5 an SP »F TM -© 


9 
9 


— 


providence. The following Day he preach- 


5 ed to a larger- Number of People than be- 


fore, and collected Twenty Six Pounds Fif- 


teen Shillings and Six-pence for the Orphan 


7 Houſe, and his Sermon was upon the Publi- 


can and Phariſee, 
On the Saturday following, he agreed for 


himſelf and eleven more to go on board the 


Elizabeth, Capt. Allen, for Pen ſilvania; and 


from thence intends to go to Georgia In the 


Evening he preached at Kennington Common 


to about Twenty Thouſand People: The 
Sunday Morning following at Moorfelds, 
where he collected Fifty T'wo Pounds Nine- 
teen Shillings and Six-pence, whereof there 


Vas above Twenty Pounds in Half. pence; 


and in the Evening at Keunington- Common, 
to near Sixty Thouſand, and collected Twen- 
ty Nine Pounds Seventeen Shillings and Eight 
Pence. After theſe two great Collections 
Mr. Whitefield expreſſes himſelf in theſe 
Words. 

© 1 doubt not but many ſelf⸗ righteous Bi- 


gots, when they ſee me ſpreading out my 


* Hands to offer Jeſus Chriſt to all, are ready 


* to cry out, How glorious did the Reve- 
« rend Mr. Whitefield look to Day, when, 


* neglecting the Duty of a Clergy man, he 


* {ſtood venting his Enthuſiaſtick Ravings in 


 * a Gown and Caſſock upon a Common, and 


6 collecting Mites from the ook People 2* 


, But 
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But if this is to be vile, Lord grant me to 
be more vile. I know this fooliſhneſs of 
* preachins is made inſtrumental to the Con- 
* verſion and Ediftcation of Numbers. Te 
© Pharifees mock on, I rejoice, yea, and will 
* rejoice, tt 5 8 

The next Day he ſpent chiefly in viſiting 
his Friends and ſettling his Georgia Affairs; 
and in the Evening converfed agreeably 
with ſeveral Quakers ; and faid there was a 
great deal of Comfort Joſt by Peoples not 
con verſing with others beſides thoſe of their 
own Communion. Preach'd again on Tweſ- 
day at Kennington, where was a little Rain, 
but the People ſtood very attentively not- 
withſtanding; and on Wedneſday ſent a Qua- 
ker to be baptized by the Rev. Mr. Stonehouſe 
of [//ingtox, and then waited upon the Tru- 
ſtees of Georgia, who treated him very ci- 
villy; afterwards dined with ſome ſerious 
Quakers, and preached in the Evening at 
Kennington. . 1 
After ſeveral Invitations he preached on 
Hampſtead Heath, where the Audience was 
of the better ſort z but there were a pretty 
many that were not ſo ſerious and attentive 
as he expected 3 and the Day following di- 
ned with ſeveral of the Moravian Church, and 
ſays they have deep Experience in the in- 
ward Light. At Six he preached in an open 
Place in Shadwell, were was near Twenty 
8 | _ Thouſand 
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Thouſand People; but were very huſh and 


ſilent; and there was gathered very near 
Twenty Pounds for the Orphan Houſe; and 


that Day he received a Letter from the Rev. 


Mr. Ralph Erskine, a Field-preacher of Scots 
land. | 

On the 19th of May, Mr. Whitefield and 
Mr. Seward, (a Gentleman of Fortune, and 
a conſtant Companion of Mr. Whitefield's) 
were the Means of bringing one Joſeph Peri- 
am out of Bethlehem, who was lately put in 
there for running Methodically Mad, The 
way they came to be acquainted with it was, 


by his ſending the following Letter to Mr. 


— » 
To the Reverend Mr. Whitefield, | theſe. f | 


Dear Sir, PI ; 
I Have read your Sermons upon the New 
4 © Birth, and hope I ſhall always have a 
due Senſe of my dear Redeemer's Goodneſs 
to me, that has ſo infinitely extended his 
© Mercy to me, which Senſe be pleaſed to 
confirm in me by your Prayers; and may 


* © Almighty God bleſs and preſerve you, and 


« proſper your miniſterial Function. I wiſh, 
Sir, I could have ſome explanatory Notes 
* upon the New Teſtament, to enlighten 


© the Darkneſs of my Underſtanding, to make 


me capable of becoming a good Soldier of 
Sls a © Jeſus 


20 The LIFE of i Rev. 


© Jeſur Chriſt ; but, above all, ſhould be 
{2 lad to let you. lam, 


Dear $T R, | 
Yours affeGionatel ly with my wet) Heart, 
- Bethlebem Hapital, Jos Ep H PERIAM, 
E | 


- According to his Requeſt, Mr. Whitefeld 


rfect Health of Body and Mind; and 3 
ay or two after he and Mr. Seward went 


Fr him a Viſit, and ſays he found him in 
e 


and talked with his Siſter, who gave them 


the three following symptoms of his being 
mad. Firſt, That he faſted for near a Fort- 


night. condly „ That he prayed ſo as to 
be heard four Story high. Thirdly, That 


be had ſold his Cloaths and given the Mo- 


ney to the Poor; and the young Man did 


not deny what his Siſter had afferted ; for 
che Day reading the Story of the young 
Man whom Chriſt commanded to fell all and 


to give to the Poor, and thinking it muſt be 


bauen; in the litteral Senſe; ſaid out of Love 
to Jeſus Chriſt, he ſold his Cloaths and gave 


the Mo pney to the Poor. This Mr. White- 
s nothing but what is common to 


Feld ſays 
Perſon at their firſt ſetting out in the ſpi- 


ritual Life; for Satan il if poſſible, drive 
them | to Nee 9 os iy 
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N.. George Whitefield Ge. 2 7 
On the zth of May he received a ſecond 


Letter from him, which was as follows. 
Query 1. If Repentance does not include 


ta Cellation from Sin, and turning to Ver- 


©tue, and tho notwithſtanding I want: that 
I deep Contrition mentioned by ſome Di- 


© yines, yet as I live not wilfully in an 
© known Sin, and firmly believe the Goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may I not thereby 


© be intitled to the Benefits of Chriſſs Death 
and Reſurrection in the Perſeverance of 


© Knowledge, and Practice of my Duty? 


Query 2. If I am in Priſon, whether | may 


© not, out Offence to God, make uſe of 


* Endeavours to be diſcharged, by which I 
may be enabled to get into a pious Family, 
c and conſequently be grounded and firmly | 
« ſettled in the Love of God, it being 54 


© Defire; for I am ſurrounded with nothing 


but Profaheneſs and Wickedneſs? 
- © Qvery 3. If my Objections to being im- 
* prifoned are inconſiſtent or wicked, which | 
are, that I am obliged to ſubmit to the 
Rules of the Houſe, in going to my Cell at 
* Seven or Eight a Clock at Night, and not 
< et out till Six or Seven in the Morning, 
© by which 1 am debarred the Uſe of Can- 
C ale. and conſequently. Books; ſo that all 
„that Time, except what is ſpent in Prayer 
and Meditation, is loſt. Which Exerciſes, 
* tho” good, are, by ſo conſtant Repetition, | 
and for want of Change, deaden'd? 


E 2 | Query ; 
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* Query 4. If 1 ſhould, by the Goodneſs of 
God, be Tiſcharged, whether I may, with- 
out Offence to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
follow the Buſineſs of an Attorney at Law, 
to which I was put a Clerk; and by a con- 
ſcientious Diſcharge of that Duty, be there- 
by intitled to a heavenly Inheritance, my 
* Fear i in this Point ariſing from our Lord 8 
4 Advice about going to Law-W ? 

Query 5. If I cannot be diſcharged by 

props Ablicarion (which Application pray 

pleaſed to let me have) how can J beſt 
© ſpend my Time to the Glory of God, my 
"© ſelf and Brethren's Welfare? And pleaſe 
to give me Rules for the fame, 


' Worthy Sir, 

© Theſe * Quettions, whether momentary or 

© not, I leave to your Judgment. If you 
© think they deſerve an Anſwer, ſhould be 
glad to have them ſolved; for as I am ſen- 
« {ible of the Power of my Adverſary the 
Devil, ſurely I cannot but act with the ut- 
- © moſt Circumſpection, which gives me Oc- 
© caſion to trouble you herewith ; and I 
* hope, Sir, the Circumſtance of the Place 1 
am in, may excuſe the Manner in which I 
© have wrote to you, and count it not an 
_ * Aﬀront ; for God is witneſs how I love and 
| © eſteem the Miniſters of Feſus Chriſt ; for 
_ © whoſe dear ſake, may the God of infinite 
© Love and Goodneſs, ſtabliſh and confirm 
args 6 x rand? 700 
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you in the Daily Succeſs of your Miniſterial 
* Labours, which are the daily Prayers of 


Mr. George Whitefield, &c: 29 


Dur moſt unworthy, 


but feithful bumble Servant, 


Bethlehem, No. 50. een TOY 


May 5. 1739- 


P. S. Iam afraid, Sir, I misbehaved my- 
« ſelf when you ſo kindly came to ſee me ; 
© but if Idid in any meaſure, your Chriſtian 
Love and Charity will excufe it; for not 
© being warned of your coming, the Sur- 
prize, though pleaſant, ſo flutter d my 
« Spirits, that I was overburden'd with Joy. 

O how pleas'd ſhould I be to ſee you! 


Jo this Mr. Whitefield ſent the following 


Anſwer. 


Dear Sir, May 7. 1739. 
l 1 HE Way to Salvation is by 7% Chriſt, 
who is the Way, the Truth, and the 
© Life. The Way to Chriſt is by Faith. 
« Vhoſoever liveth and believeth in me, ſays 
* our Lord, though he were dead, yet ſhall 


be live, But this Faith, if it is a ſaving 


© Faith, will work by Love. Come then to 
© Jeſus Chriſt as a poor Sinner, and he will 


© make you a rich Saint, this, I think, ſerves 


* as an Anſwer to your firſt Query. "mil 


5 . LIF E of the Reb. 


It i, no doubt, your Duty, whilſt you are 


: in the Houſe, to ſabmic to the Rules of it; 

but then you may uſe of all lawful Means 

to get yourſelf ont, I have juſt now been 

with your Siſter, and will ſee what can be 
done farther. Watch and pray. 

As for the Buſineſs of an Attorney, I 

© think it unlawful for a Chriſtian, at leaſt 


exceeding dangerous. Avoid it therefore, 
- - and ene ſome other Station. Iam, 


Dear SI R, 
Your affettionate Friend and Servant, 


0. w. 


"> Dy or two hon I recent a third Let fer, 
which i 16 4s follows. TY 


Worthy Sir, 1 
« Received your Letter, which was a full 
* Anſwer to my Queries, and give you 


my hearty. Thanks Thy the Trouble you have 
© taken upon you (the only Gratitude I can 


at preſent pay) but he, whom I have per- 
fectly at Heart, will ſupply the Deficiency 
© to. you, and will not. ſuffer a-meritorious 


Act to go unrewarded. O how do I daily 


experience the Love of Chriſt towards me, 
1 © who am ſo vile, baſe, and unworthy ! 1 
7 God 1 may always be thankful, and 
oth ready to do and ſuffer his moſt graci- 
© ous will, which I truſt, through your 


5 Prayers 


I GE "a 


* 
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Is 


© utterly renounced the 


Mr. George Whitefield. E 


6 Prayers and God's Grace, 1 ſhall at all 


© Times ſubmit to. 
My Father was with me laſt Night, when 
11 ee him your Let Fu I told him, I 
uſineſs of an At- 
* torney, He then asked what Profeſſion I 
* choſe, which I ſubmitted to him, on Con- 
dition it might prove agreeable to the Will 
© of God. He was pleaſed to ſay, he thought 
me not mad, but very well in my Senſes, and 
would take me out, on Condition Dr. Man- 
vo and the Committee were of his Opinion. 
© Then he varied again, and thought it con- 
* venient for me to ſtay the Summer, and ſo 
* to take Phyſick twice a Week, fearing a 
(Relapſe. I told him as a Father, he ſhould 
© be wholly obeyed ;z but when at parting he 
© mentioned my leaving Religion (or Words 
© to that Effect, at which I was ſomewhat ſtir- 
* red in my Spirit) I told him nothing ſhould 
* prevail upon me to leave Jeſus Chriſt; u 


© on which he left me. This is the Subſtance 


of what paſſed between us. which 1 hope, 
«1s not amiſs to let you know of, as you 


have been ſo kind as to plead for my Li- 
. 


* Upon the Whole of the Matter, Sir, God 
gives me perfect Reſignation, and J truſt 


when he ſhall ſee fit, will diſcharge me; 


and as I find his Love daily more and more 
ſhed abroad in my Heart; all Things will 
8 Werk together for * Good. Pray, Sir, be 

© thank- 


thankful for me, and if Opportunity will 
* let you, I ſhould ſincerely be glad to ſee 
you before you ſet out for America. And 
may God Almighty, in his infinite Good- 
© nefs, proſper, guide, and protect you 
through this tranſitory Life, and hereafter 
receive you triumphantly into the heaven- 
I Jeruſalem, there to converſe with, and 
* ſee the ever bleſſed Jeſus, that dear Lamb 
of God; to which that you may attain, _ 
* are the hearty and fervent Wiſhes of 


5%. <3 Tour loving and ſencere Friend, G 


Joop rerlam. 
| 29, 1739- 1 7 | STR 21 
Il am aſhamed to trouble you thus, but 
J FOUL, 77 5-4. + + 


Upon reading this I was ſenſibly touched 
| with a Fellow-tceling of his Miſery 5 at my 7 
| * Requeſt, Mr. Seward, and two more Friends, 
1 waited upon the Committee. But alas ! they 
elteemed my Friends as much mad as the 
young Man, and frankly told them, both I 
and my Followers, in their Opinion, were 
really beſide themſelves. My Friend Seward 
| urged the Example of, the young Perſons, 
who called the Prophet that was ſent to 
anoint J7ebu King, a mad Fellow; — of our 
Lord, whom his own Relations, and the 
Scribes and Phariſees, took to be mad, and 
, we: oY 
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. George Whitefield, &c: 33 
beſides himſelf — and Feſtuss Opinion of 
St. Paul. — He further urged, that when 
young People were under their firſt Awaken- 
ings, they were uſually tempted by the De- 
vil to run into ſome Extreams. — But all 


ſuch Language confirmed the Gentlemen more 
and more, that Mr. Seward was mad alſo. 
And to prove that the young Man was cer- 


tainly mad, they called one of the Attendants, 


who ſaid, when Mr. Periam firſt came into 


the Place, he ſtript himfelf to his Shirt, and 
prayed. —— The Reaſon of this, as Mr. Pe- 


riam afterwards ſaid, was, that he might 
inure himſelf to Hardſhip at once: For be- 


ing brought from Bethral-Green where he 
was taken great Care of, into a Cold Place, 
without Windows, and a damp Cellar under 


him, he thought it beſt to ſeaſon himſelf at 
firſt, that he might learn to endure Hardneſs. 


as a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt. In the 


midſt of the Conference, ſome ways or o- 


ther, they mentioned his going to Georgia, 


3 and ſaid, if I would take him along with 


me, they would engage that his Father ſhould 


give Leave to have him releaſed, — A Day 


or two after, Mr. Seward waited upon his 
Father, who gave his Son an excellent Cha- 


rafter, and conſented to his going Abroad, 


—— After this he waited upon the Doctor, 
who pronounced him well. — And to-Day 
he waited again upon the Commfttee, who 
behaved very civilly, and gave the young 
Man a Diſcharge. ES 


$2 — 
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an Inſtrument of doin 


| Bethlehem, 


—— — 


He is now with me, and I hope he will be 
good. —— The Hard. 
Thips he has endured in Bethlehem, will, I 
hope, prepare him for what he muſt under- 
£0 Abroad. — And being now not quite 
ignorant of Satan's Devices, he will be bet- 


ter qualified to prevent his getting an Ad- 
vantage over others, — Before 1 leave my 


Account of him, I cannot help telling what 
Uſage he met with at his firſt coming into 
Being ſenſible within himſelf, 
that he wanted no bodily Phyſick, he was 
unwilling at firſt to take it z upon which 
four or five took hold of him, curſed him 
moſt heartily, put a Key into his Mouth, 


threw him upon the Bed, and ſaid (though 


I had then never ſeen or heard of him) you 
are one of }hitefreld's Gang, and ſo drenched 
him. —— I hear alſo, that there was an 
Order given, that neither 1, nor any of my 
Friends, ſhould be permitted to come unto 


, Him. ; 


On Sunday, Mey 20, he Preach? dat Moor- 
fields and Kennineton, at both which Places 


he collected near Fifty Pounds for the Uſe 


of the Orphan Houſe: And on the Friday 

following reached Oulney in Buckinghamfhire ; 

and met with the Rev. Mr. Rogers of Bed- 

ford, who had lately commenced Field- 
reacher. 


He Preached on a Common near N 


Fhampton with great Power from the Starting- 


Poſt, 
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Ale. George Whitefield. 35 


Poſt, being, as he then thought, in actual 
Poſſeſſion of one of the Devil's ſtrong Holds, 
and a few Days afterwards from the Stairs I 
a Windmill, the uſual Pulpit of Mr. Rogers, 
of Bedford, to about Three Thouſand People. 
Afterwards went to Hitchin in Hertfordſhire z 
at about Two o Clock he got upon a Table 
in the Market-Place, which is near the 
Church, but ſome People got into the Bel- 
fry and rung the Bells, ſo that he could not 
be heard; and was obliged to remove into 
the Fields and preach there. 

After this Mr. Whitefield returned toTown 
again, and continued preaching in Moorfields, 
Kennington-Common, and Blackheath, exc. 
where he collected large Sums of Money tor 
the Orphan Houſe at Georgia; and as there 
has been divers Reports in relation to Mr. 


Whitefield's going to Georgia to fee the Work 


carried on, and the Y 2k. juſtly laid out that 
is colle&ed upon that Account, I can aſſure the 
Publick, that he has already paid a very con- 
fiderable Sum of the Money collected into the 
Hands of the Truſtees of Georgia. 

This I mention, becauſe I would do Ju- 
ſtice to Mr, Whitefld throughout this Acz 


OU at, 


e 


= The LIFE of the Rev. 


An Anſwer to the Queries ſent to the Rev. 
Mr. Whitefield, from the Reverend Mr. 
T. -ck- -r, Miniſter of All-Saints, Briſtol ; 
i a Letter to the Queriſt. N 


IX, 


Abd not the Brito! Queries, been ſaid to 


be written by the Reverend Mr. T-ck-er, 
Tſhonld ba ve ĩmagined, they had come from 


one, who had no manner of Notion of Di- 


vine Revelation; but as you are a Reverend 


Miniſter, muſt ſuppoſe you to be a Chriſtian, 


thovgh you have given great room to think, 
that you believe nothing of the Operations 
of the Holy Spirit, by owning, that you do 
not perceive them in yourſelf, and are hitherto 


wracquainted with any extraordinary and ſu- 


perndtural Light : You will not allow the 


Holy Spirit neceſſary, either to enlighten our 


Minds, that we may know our Duty, or to 
moe us any Aſſiſtance to perform it; and you 


ſeem to intimate, pretty ſtrongly, that the 


Operation of the Spirit, is inconſiſtent with 
the natural Powers of the Underſtanding, and 


Free Agency. The moſt arrant Deiſt, could 


not have gone lower in his Notions in this 
Particular, than you have, to the great Diſ- 
honour of your Miniſterial Character. 
Though you do not argue expreſly, againſt 
feeling the Operations of the Spirit, yet, by 


putting that Word in [talicks, you, no doubt, 
N | 8 intend. 


7 


M George White field. 37 
intended a Sneer at Mr. W. who, you Tay, 
pretends to feel them experimentally. I re- 
member the weak Remarker on Mr. W's Jour- 
nal, pretended to triumph mach in his Ar- 
guments againſt this feeling the Spirit, &c, 
and it is generally, 1 ſuppoſe, thought 2 
Mark of Enthuſiaſm, if any one ſay, he has 
a Feeling, or an inward Senſation or Percep- 
tion of the Effet of the Spirit's Operations 
in his Soul. But ſome are fo unhappy in 
their Reaſonings, as to attack the Scrrptures 
themſelves, in the very Books they write, on 
purpoſe to defend them. When St. Paal 
faid, The God of Peace fill you with all Fo 
in believing, ſurely he imagined, that by 7515 
they would fee! the Power of their Faith, 
when by the Grace of the Spirit of God, it 
was productive of al! Joy in them. How 
-many Texts might be produced to the ſame 
Parody? 5 
But let us come to your Queries, the firft 
of which is, 1. What are thoſe Principles, 
© DoFrines, Articles, of Faith, &c. which 
© this extraordinary Light reveals; after what 
Manner they come into the Mind; and by 
what Mark, or Character you diſtinguiſh 
them from the Deluſions of Fancy, or worſe 
* Temptations. Llp as 
Anſwer, Thoſe Principles, Doctrines, Arti- 
cler of Faith, & c. we will ſuppoſe to be ſuch, 
as are contained in the Scripture, and fuch 
as are effectual to convey ſa much Divine 
: | | Know- 


38 The LIF E of the Rev. 
Knowledge as is neceſſary to Salvation. If 
you ſhould object, that if theſe Things are in 
Scripture, what need is there of an extraor- 
dinary Light to reveal them; I ſhall deſire 
you to conſider, that a Man cannot have a 
right Faith in any one Doctrine of Chriſtia- 
nity, but he muſt be beholden for it to the 
Spirit of God: No Man can ſay, that Jeſus 
it the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. xii. 
3. This extraordinary and ſupernatural Light, 
which the Holy Spirit pours into our Minds, 
appears to be abſolutely neceſlary for us, 

from many other Places of Scripture, 
As to the Manner theſe Principles, Doc- 
#rines, &c. come into the Mind (you might 
have better ſaid; the Manner in which we 
are enabled to diſcern, believe, and embrace 
them). I anſwer, I know not; but will it 
follow, becauſe we cannot explain the Man- 
ner of any thing being done, that therefore 
it is not done? When you tell me after 
what manner a Thought comes into the Mind, 
I will undertake to tell you how theſe Prin- 
ciples, &c. come into it. I recommend to 
your Conſideration, John iii. 8. 
If the Mark or Character, by which theſe 

Principles, Oc. are diſtinguiſhed from the 
Deluſton of Fancy, or worſe Temptations, is the 
WokrD or Gob, or their being contain'd in 
the Word of God, I hope you will have more 
Prudence than to deny this to be a ſatifadto- 
— fe 8 2 ry and 


\ 


Mr. George Whitefield, &c. 39 


ey and certain Criterion. Your next Query, 
which is a very dark one, is 4 
2. © What are thoſe particular Duties you 
are enabled to perform, which all others 
* muſt leave undone, till they obtain the 
« ſame Means of performing them, viz. Ar 
© extraordinary Intercourſe with the Deity? 
Anſwer, The Duties, I fuppoſe, are not 
particular, they are general, the Duties of 
every true regenerate Chriſtian: A Man un- 
_ regenerate may do the external Part of many 
Duties, but ſtill the right Chriſtian Princi- 
ples, upon which they are to be done, may 
be wanting in him, and conſequently in that 
reſpeF, they may be left undone by him. 
The Attainment of thoſe Principles, ſuppo- 
ſes a Spiritual Intercourſe with the Deity, T 
will ſuppoſe the Word Extraordinary to be 
of no Signification to the Intercourſe you are | 
ſpeaking of, fince if there is an Intercourſe | 
with the Deity, ſuch as a Chriſtian ought 
to have, we have no occaſion to call it Ex- 
traordinary. If you deny an Intercourſe with 
the Deity to be a thing neceſſary to the 
Chriſtian Life; I muſt pity that Man's Con- 
dition, which has nothing to do with God, 
and in which God, in the way of Salvation, 
has nothing to do with him. Is there not 
an Intercourſe, on Man's Part, with God, 
when Man prays to him fervently, and ex- 
erciſes himſelf in humble and devout Acts of 
Faith, Hope and Love towards him ; nd is 
| [acre 


4 
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Henrneo: an Intercourſe on God's Part with 
Man, when God aſſiſts us in theſe Holy Exer- 


ciſes, when he draws our Hearts to him, and 


confirms. our Faith and Confidence in bim? 


1 proceed to your laſt Query, which is, 

3. H I am miſtaken in my Conjectures, 
c That if it doth exiſt, it muſt exiſt for ſuch 
© Ends and Purpoſes, or be fo kind as to 


; mention in a particular or determinate Man- 


© ner, for what other Uſes it is given, to what 
© Purpoſes you apply it, or it applies you, and 
© for what ſpecial Ends defi rable, which Ends 
could not be attained without. it? 

Anſwer, Here again you expreſs yourſelf 
very odly ; but it is no wonder, for you ſeem 
not to have a very clear Head, much Per- 
ſpicuity cannot be expected from your Dic- 
tion. However, as this Query is grounded 


on a Suppoſition of your being miſtaken in 
the two firſt ; there ſeems no Neceſfity, con- 
ſidering what has been ſaid already to them, 


to make any Reply to 1t. 


If I have miſtaken you, pleaſe to let me 


know it, and tell me ” bark what you mean 


by the Expreſſions, in which you oppoſe 
Mr. W's Notions of ſupernatural Light and 


Aſſiſtance, and what your own Notions are 
of theſe Things. 


n SIR, &ce. 


Ms. 
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Mr. Tucker's Reply to Mr. Welley's Anſwer 
to his Dueries, © 
R., 


MVR. Whitefield having boaſted, that he 
received extraordinary Illuminations, 
and ſurpriling Influxes of the Holy Spirit, 
——- That it is not only appealed to his Un- 


derſtanding, but even over- ruled and forced 


his Will. — That he could no more deſcribe 
it's Operations to an unregenerate Perſon, 
than he could deſcribe Colours to a Man born 
Blind. — Þ That nevertheleſs, the beſt way 
of conveying his Meaning, was to compare 
them to a Flame of Fire, Hor Water, or the 
Motion of the Fatus in the Womb; theſe, 


1 fay, and many other the like blaſphemous 


and enthuſiaſtical Notions, having been pro- 
pagated with too much Succeſs, among ſeve- 
ral well- meaning, but ill-jadging People; I 
thought it my Duty as a Clergyman, and 
a Chriſtian, to prevent, as far as was in 
my Power, the ſpreading of ſuch dangerous 


Principles, which ſtrike at the Root of all 


Religion, and make it the Jeſt of thoſe who 
fit in the Seat of the Scoruful. | 
G ..- ne 


See his Character ſigned by himſelf, the Original now in my 
Cuſtody ; the Contents whereof I was apprized of long before, ex-, 
cept the Part relating to his own Wit and Sagar compare it 
with his laſt Fournal, page 81, viz. Mr. Seward's Caſe. 


+ Theſe are Mr. Whitefield's own Similies ; and it is very true, 
as my Antagoniſt ſmartly obſerves, © 1 have not a clear Had” in 
theſe Matters. 


— — — — ˙—ũ⁵ i.3agmg . ets 


vantage or Benefit they received by them ; 


theſe pompous Sounds; or if they really had, 
to give them an Opportunity of convincing 


they actually did enjoy ſomewhat ſuperior 


civileſt Terms I was Maſter of, uſing no per- 


dition, and convey any Spiritual Advanta- 


ring ſo much as to doubt of theſe Treg 
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But how to compaſs my Deſign was the 
great Difficulty, for to Reaſon and Diſpute 
with them, I very well knew was to no Pur- 
poſe ; they ſaw, and heard, and felt or fan- 
cied that they did ſo; and there was no 
perſuading them to the contrary. 

I therefore reſolved to allow them their 
own Terms, not denying their Principles and 
Pretenſions, but only enquiring what Ad- 


hoping by this Means, either to draw them 
out of their unintelligible Jargon, and to 
ſhew the World they had no Meaning under 


Mankind, in a ſpeedy and conciſe Way, that 


to the reſt of their Fellow Chriſtians, woo 
pretend to no more than the ordipary and 


common Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt. 5 


Accordingly I drew up my Queries in the 


ſonal Reflections, or uncharitable Expreſ- 
ſions, but deſiring a plain Narrative of the 
Effects and Benefits ariſing from theſe ex- 
traordinary Impulſes; concluding with a 
Promiſe of being myſelf a Convert, if they 
could convince me it would better my Con- 
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Mr. George Whitefield, &. 43 


— For Mr. Whitefield, firſt of all by his 


Friends, prevented the printing of them in 
the Britiſh Journal, and next would not 
vouchſate any Keply; but wrote a Letter, 
wherein he tells me very lordly and laco- 
nickly, My Morro 1s, ANsweR HIM NOT 
a Word; applying the Expreſſion of Heze- 
kiah againſt the blatphemous Rabſhekah, to his 


own Caſe and mine, Þ He has likewiſe pro- 


nounced Sentence againſt me, * That while I 
* continne in this way of Thinking, he ab- 


ſolutely deſpairs of meeting me in Heaven. 


Agreeable to this, his Friend and Aſſiſt- 


ance at Briſtol, the Rev. Mr. Hutchins, put 
out ſome Remarks on my Queries, wherein, 


with the uſual Chriſtian Spirit, and Meek- 


neſs of the Sect, he affirms, * That I had 
* caſt a Slur upon my Gown, — Thar 1 


* ought to quit the Miniſtry, — And that I 
got it by downright Falſhood and Equivo- 
* cation.” Wich a great deal more that ſa- 


voured ſtrongly of abſolute Predeſtination 
and Reprobation. 00 


The next, whoſe Vengeance I have drawn 


down upon me, is the Gentleman in Print; 


he indeed, has not thought proper yet to 
. f G 2 pro- 


* This Attempt of the Methodiſts to take away the Liberty of” the 
Prefs, ſhall be proved upon them, if denied. a 

T Some of Mr. Whitefield's Followers hae * and rewiled 
me in paſſing along the Streets ; and declared, that they hed u jor 
me, as the Enemy of God, and His Religion. This <yas owing ta 
Mr. Whitefield's Pointing at me /o often in his Prayers, and de/crib- 


ing me in his Harangucs to the Populace. 


=" The LIF E of the Rev. 
proceed to the grand Anathema; but, out 
| of his abundant Goodneſs, directly concludes, 
| That I have done great Diſhonour to my 
| * Miniſterial Character, and am an arrant 
8 © Deiſt, becauſe 1. diſpute the Neceſſity of 
any extraordinary Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt 
in this Age of the Church, and becauſe I 
cannot believe, that in influencing and dil- 
poſing us to good Actions, and checking us 
from bad ones, He doth over-rule and force i 
the Will. Happy is it for us, that the Me- 
thodiſts, with their Allies, the * Field. 
Preachers in Scotland, have not yet the i 
Power in their Hands of deſtroying all whom 2 
they weakly imagine to be God's Enemies. 
But ſetting aſide theſe, their very gentle 
Reproofs, let us come to their Reaſonings. 
This Gentleman is pleaſed to call his 
Letter, an Anſwer to my Queries, and the 
Title befpeaks it fo ; but the Contents have 
no other relation to them, than a wilful per- 
verting of their Meaning: For J ask about 
one thing, and he anſwers about another. 
F My Queries are concerning thoſe extraor- 
dinary and ſurpriſing Effuſions, or, the New 
Birth theſe People pretend to in particular, 
and maintain to be abſolutely neceſiary to 


* * — —— —ñ—iů — 
—— — — —  — 
——— —— — — 
——— — — 


Salva- 
See a Letter from à Scotch Hell. Preacher in his late 8 3 
Sce likewiſe his aſſociating with the Welſh Tinerant Howel Harris. 


+ 1 have been credibly informed from ſeveral Eye-Witneſſes, Friends bo, 
to Zr. Whitefield, that at the Societies in Briſtol, Mr, Weſtley has 
prared, That God would viſibly manifeſt ſome Token of his Fa- 

vour. And preſently after that, there were Perſens that ſereamed 


out, 
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Salvation; — and this Gentleman is ſo 
good as to inform us, what are thoſe ordi- 
nary and common Aſſiſtances of the Holy 
Spirit, which are communicated to all good 
Chriſtians in general. In this I really think he 
has ſucceeded pretty well; but this was not the 


Queſtion asked bim. I hus he goes on quoting 


Texts of Scripture, and ſeems vehemently mo- 
ved againſt an Antagoniſt, that no where ex- 
iſts but in his own Imagination. 


For if he will call the Ordinar „Operations of 
the Holy Ghoſt, whereby we 2 to have our 


* Minds enlightened, that we may know our 
* Duty, and be aſſiſted in performing it;' I ſay, 


if he chuſes to call it Extraordinary, rather 
than join with the common and uſual manner 


of ſpeaking (whereby in calling it Ordinary, 


we diſtinguiſh it from the Extraordinary and 


miraculous Effuſions in the Apoſtolical Times, 
and Infancy of the Church,) he may be as ſin- 
gular as he pleaſes for me. I will not con- 
tend with him about Words and Names; tho? 
indeed, he ſeems not determined with him- 
ſelf, whether he will call it ſo or not; for in 
his pretended Anſwer to my ſecond Query, 


he 


ſr — 


out, and put FEY Bodies into violent Katie 16 and Difarei ons, Ao: 
ing all over convulſed, to the Fright and Amazement of ſeveral Peo- 
ple. But upon others offering their Aſfeftance, Mr. M efley called 
out, Let them alone, THEY CAN NO MORE HEI IT THAN 
THE SUN CEASE TO OKINE. Aud then they went to Prayers and 
dung an Hymn, invoking the Holy Ghoſt to come down upon them; 
and afterwards retur ned Thanks that he was come, ſiuging another 


Hyrn : This being ended, theſe entightned Pcrjons were placed on an 


" Eminence fer the reſt to bebsld, 


1 
| 
| 
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he ſays, If there is an Intercourſe with the 
* Deity, ſuch as a Chriſtian ought to have, 
* we have no Occaſion to call it Extraordi- 

* nary.” His Cavilling therefore was only to 
ſerve a preſent Turn. 

But the true State of the Caſe was this : 
Mr. Whitefield had advanced Notions that 
could not poſſibly be defended. —— * He 
had pretended to have received into his Soul 
extraordinary Influxes of the Deity ; the Uſe 
and Benefit of which neither he nor his 
Friends have yet been able to make out, 
tho*' theſe Queries were put to him for that 
very Intent. —— 1 He had repreſented the 
 Regenerate as mere Machines, being actuated 
by the Spirit to ſuch a Degree, as to have 
their Wills over-raled, and conſequently to 
be no more Moral Agents, than a Piece of 
Clock Work: This his Friend ſeems aware 
of, and therefore ſhifts the Queſtion, inſtead of 
anſwering it; an uſual Artifice in a bad Cauſe, 

His next Attack is on my Phraſe and Dic- 
tion: Here he ſays, I ought not to have 
asked, After what Manner they come into 
* my Mind, but after what Manner we are 
5 ena- 


* To gain Credit with the Populace, æuſen he was upon the Mar- 
vellous, he often had in\ his Mouth at Briſtol this dreadful Impre- 
cation, © If what J fay be not flrialy true, may all that ever heard, 
nme, may you that noa hear me, and all that ſhall hear me herc- 

« after, riſe wp in Judgment again/l me, and rejoice at my Dam- 
ﬆ« nation > | 
+ See his Character fizucd by himſelf, and many parallel Places 


throughout his Fournals, 
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enabled to diſcern, believe, and embrace 
them.“ This think is not worth diſputing 
about; as he likes his own Stile beſt, let him 
pleaſe himſelf. But my Reaſon of inſertin 

it, was to find out, after what unuſual Man- 
ner Mr. Whitefield came by his extraordinary 
Principles, &*c. if he had any, viz. Whether 
or no, by immediate Inſpiration, * as ſome 


3 


> of his Followers believe concerning him; and 


as his Journal in many Places ſeem to im- 

ly. 
: On the third Query, the Gentleman is a 
little ſevere, for it ſeems he had met with a 
Copy, (not one of thoſe printed at Briſtol 
which had a {mall Particle, viz. (or) inſert- 
ed in, greatly injuring and obſcuring the 
Senſe. And this is the Beginning and 
Ending of his Triumph. _ 1 7 8 
But before I take my Leave of him, I would 
deſire him to conſider, that if I really was 
2 Deiſt, as he repreſents me, I ſhould not 
have been ſuch a ſtrenuous Oppoſer of Mr. 
* VWhitefield : No, + The Deiſts ſeem ſtrongly. 
* inclined to favour his Cauſe, and foment the 
— * e Divi- 


6— —— 


8 


 * Witneſs a flupid printed Paper in Doggrel Verſe, by one Jaques, 
e Glover in Briſtol. | 

> He doth not premeditate, | 

| For the Spirit doth to him dictate. 
And Mr. Whitefield ſays himſelf, © He can produces tavo Coblers 
in Briſtol, that know more of true Chriſtianity than all the Clergy 
in the City put together.” Query, Whether theſe Coblers are 


not inſpired ? - 8 | 
I See /ome late Pamphlets from that Quarter, 


* 


* % 
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Diviſion. They in particular, are highly 
delighted with his ſhocking Scheme for con- 
feſſing the Women; the graver Part, with 
the abuſe and miſerable Perverſion of Scrip- 
ture Sentences, and the more diſſolute with 
his indecent and looſe Interrogations. This 
is a Scheme ſo evidently calculated to pro- 
mote Vice and Lewdneſs, that many People 
ſtill perſiſt in thinking 'tis only a waggiſh 
Sneer put upon him. But the Gentleman 
need not be told the contrary ; as he appears 
to be Mr, Whitefield's Friend, he muſt know, 
that *tis a genuine and real Piece, approved 
and recommended by the Heads of the Sect, 
and actually put in Practice, both in London 
and Briſſol. Since therefore he has taken 
upon him to vindicate Mr. Whitefield's Prin- 

ciples and Conduct, he is here called upon 


publickly to defend it. . 
T think I have nothing more to do, than 
to add for this Gentleman's further Satisfac- 


tion, according to his Requeſt, my own No- 


tions about the Operations of the Spirit, or 
Regeneration and a New Birth. And this [ 
ſhall tranſcribe out of a Diſcourſe preach'd 
at Briſtol, with a View to ſtop the Epidemi- 
cal Enthuſiaſm. Net 

© That there is an ordinary, conſtant, and 
regular Operation or Providence of the Det- 
© ty, concurring with, and aiding our weak 


Endeavours, checking evil Thoughts, and 1 


* inſpiring good and virtuous, is a funda- 
LS 4 mental 
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mental Principle of all Religion, * Natu- 
ral and Revealed. It is indeed what every 
* Man, good and bad, has experimentally 
* felt within himſelf. And none, not even 
an Infidel, if he believes there is a God at 
* all, will diſpnte this Inſtance of his Care 
and Providence. 4 | 


* + Nay, every Orthodox. Chriſtian will 
* affirm farther, that this preventing Aſſi- 


* ſtance is promiſed in a greater Degree to 
*all within the Pale of the Church, pro- 
* vided they improve their Ten Talents, pro- 
* portionably, than to thoſe who are Strang- 


* ers to the Covenant of Grace; being what 


*is ſtiled the Ordinary Gift of the Holy 
A x 


© The Perſon therefore who is baptized in- 


* to the Chriſtian Faith, and endeavours to 


* live a Life anſwerable to his holy Profeſ- 
* ſion, recommends himſelf by theſe Means 


to the Divine Favour and Aſſiſtance, is 


© enabled to go on from Strength to Strength, 


to caſt off by Degrees Original Corrup- 
tion of his Nature, and ſo, progreſſively, 
ES. e accord- 


— . W 6 — 


dee Woollaſton, Pages 106, 107. | 5 

See The Cure of Deiſm, Vol. 2. Chap. 17. This Book, with 
Mr. Hart's Sermon on the Harmony of Natural and Revealed Re- 
ligion; Conybeare's Defence, and Biſbop Butler's Analig y, Mr. 
Whitefield 20% me himſelf, ** were only Defences of the putward or 
. « Hiſtorical Part of Religion; and that the Authors knew nothin 
« of the internal and ſaving Faith,” See his Character of Arch- 
_ biſhop Tillotſon, 


2 rr b 
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* according to the Nature Agents and proba- 
*tionary Creatures, has his inward Conſti- 
* tutton (all the Faculties and Powers in his 
* Mind, impaired and degenerate in them- 
* ſelves) thus recovered, rectified, and im- 
proved. And this great Change, or rather 
* this changing State, commencing at our 


© Baptiſm, and gradually increaſing with our 1 


* Endeavours, is by a figurative way of Ex- 

0 ' ir 

* preſſion, very frequent in the Holy Scrip- 

« tures, call'd Regeneration, or a New Birth. 
To this I ſhall beg Leave to ſubjoin ano- 


ther Paſſage in the ſame Diſcourſe, ſpeakirrg 2 


of the unreaſonableneſs of thoſe Perſons who 
blamed the Clergy pr denying their Pulpits ; 
T obſerved, That long and loud have been 


the Cry of the Infidels againſt Prieft-Craft 
Land Ent hu ſia ſaʒ and the Clergy of the 5 


* Eſtabliſh'd Church have been always point- 


Ced at as the avowed Patrons and Promoters 7 


of them: But when there has been any 
real Prieſt Craft, and Euthiſiaſmm (ſuppoſe 
* which you will) ſpreading, all others, of 
© what Sect and Denomination ſoever, have 
either been ſilent. in the Affair, or Abettors 
of it; and the Clergy, the only Perſons who 
have riſen up in Vindication of Men's Rights 


© and Liberties of reaſoning and judging for 


« themſelves; they have endeavoured to pluck 


$ off the Vizard, when 'rwas their Intereſt, if 


© they acted upon bad Principles, to have it 
© kept on, and encouraged the Intatuation. 
ES | For 
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{ © conſent to) and then if the Plot ſuccee 
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© For any Perſon, who will think at all, 
may eaſily perceive that this ew Set of Prin- 
© ciples, is capable of great Improvements, 
* and might be made a growing Fund of Se- 
* cular Power and Greatneſs to the Clergy ; 
* *tis but the Prieſt's aſſuming to himſelf the 
© Prerogative of conveying theſe Trances, 
* Enlargements, and Experiences, and of 


* judging whether genuine or ſpurious 1 


* all is his own; for having thus the Keys of 
* Heaven in his Keeping, he would ſoon be 
* Maſter of the Treaſures on Earth.“ 


Oxon, June 14, J. Tuck ER. 
1739. a 5 | 

Vn Anſwer to My. Tucker's Defence of his 

Queries In a Second Letter to that Gen- 
tleman. 5 


1 LS 
THE few Obſervations you have put to- 


gether on my Letter, in Anſwer to your 
Queries, have taken up ſeveral Pages; and 
you ſay, if they are not Satisfactory; they 


| ſhall be followed by a fuller Reply. Was I 
to enlarge proportionably as you have done, 


there would be no room for me in a Work 
of this Kind; but prolixity in Writing is 
what J never loved, and therefore, I will be 


as conciſe as I can, to give my Readers as 
little Trouble as poſſible. 


H 2 The 
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The Subſtance of what you ſay in Anſwer 
to my Letter is, * That I have miſtaken your 
Meaning, your Queries being concerning 
© thoſe extraordinary and ſurpriſing Effuſions, 
© or the New Birth, theſe People (thoſe cal- 
© led Met Hod iſte) pretend to;? and l inform- 
ing you of the ordinary and common Aſſi- 
ſtances of the Holy Spirit. 
* © That the true State of the Caſe is this; 
Mr. Whitefield had pretended to have re- 
« ceived into his Soul extraordinary Inflixes | 
of the Deity, the Uſe and Benefit of which 
© neither he nor his Friends have yet been 
_ © able to make out, though your Queries 
s were put to him for that very intent” _ 
* That Mr. Whitefield had repreſented the 
© Regenerate as mere Machines, being actuated 
by the Spirit to ſuch a Degree, as to have 
© their Wills over- ruled, and to be no more 
Moral Agents than a Piece of Clock-work.' 
Though you' ſay I have miſtaken your 
Meaning in your Queries, I would obſerve to 
you, that I gave you proper Anſwers to moſt 
Things in them, of which prudently you take 
no Notice; and which were juſt and pertinent, 
whether 1 underſtood you or not, in regard 
to your Expreſſions of Extraordinary Light, 
and Extraordinary Intercourſe. 1 will give 
you only one Inſtance, and the Reader, if 
he pleaſes to look over my Anſwer, will find 
many more of the ſame Kind. Your firſt 
Query begins thus, What are thoſe * 
| 25 Nes, 


MM. George Whitefield, &c. 53 
© ples, DoFrines, Articles of Faith, & c. which 
© this Extraordinary Light reveals? The 
Anſwer was, Thoſe Principles, Doctrines, 
Articles of Faith, G. we will ſuppoſe to 
© be ſuch as are contained in Scripture, and 
ſuch as are effectual to convey ſo much Di- 
vine Knowledge as is neceſſary to Salya- 
tion. Do you not ſce that this is a proper 
Anſwer to your Query, however we under- 


* ſtand the Words Extraordinary Light, &c. 2? 


For whether the Light Mr. Whitefield has re- 


ceived be extraordinary or not, the Faith 


wrought in him by the Holy Spirit is, we 


muſt reaſonably imagine, a Faith only in the 


Eſſential Written DoErines of Chriſtianity. 
Methinks it was a ſtrange Query, and what 
would hardly have enter'd into any Head but 


your own ; for what Reaſon had you to ask, 


What are thoſe Principles, Doctrines, Oc. 


Did Mr. Whitejicld ever preach any Doc- 
trine, but what either was in Scripture, or 


what he thought was there? Did he ever 
pretend to have any zem Doctrines, or nem 
Articles of Faith revealed to him ? If not, how 


impertinently was ſuch a Query put to him? 


If your Meaning in your Queries was, as 
you now explain it, . concerning thoſe ex- 
traordinary and ſurprizing Effuſions, &c. how 
unhappy were you in expreſſing yourſelf in 
this Manner, Though I am hithegto unac- 
* quainted with extraordinary and ſuperna- 
* tural Light, Do not theſe Words imply, 

55 that 
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Spirit of God, a ſupernatural Light, 
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that extraordinary Light, and ſupernatural 
Light are the ſame Thing, and that, conſe- 
quently, you are unacquainted, not only with 
an extraordinary, but with a ſupernatural 
Light? But is not the Light, given us by the 


or a 
Light which our natural Powers are incapa- 


ble of giving us? They, who pretend to 


be Diſputants, ſhould be both clear and ac- 


curate in their Expreſſions. 


What you mean by extraordinary Effuſi- 1 
ons will appear from what you ſay in the 


next Paragraph, * In calling it the Ordinary 


Operations of the Spirit) ordinary, we di- 


ſtinguiſh it from the Extraordinary and Mi- 
* raculous Effuſions in the Apoſtolical Times 


and Infancy of the Church. Extraordi- 
nary then is the ſame with you as Miracu- 
lous, and conſequently the Extraordinary Ef- 


fuſions you ſay Mr. Whitefield pretends to are 


Miraculous Effufions. But did Mr. Whitefield 


ever pretend that he had received any Mi- 


raculous Effuſions of the Spirit? You ought 
to know, that a Miracle is not only ſome- 
thing Supernatural, but what appears to be 


| fo. But does Mr. Whitefield any where ſay, 
that any 


feſtations of the Spirit have been vouchſafed 
him? However extraordinary and ſurpri- 


Extraordinary Miraculous Mani- 


ſing thoſe Operations of the Spirit Mr. White- 


field pretends to may ſeem to you, and all 


others unacquainted with them, they are no 
more 


43 


8 
4 
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more than what may be granted in all Ages 


of the Church, to Perſons rightly diſpoſed 


and qualified for the Reception of them. You 
muſt prove, that ſuch Sort of Experiences, 
as Mr. Whitefield mentions, are not the Ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit. Your having no 


Notion or Experience yourſelf of ſuch 
Things, can never be made an Argument 
againſt others having a Notion and Experi- 


ence of them. You may, it you pleaſe, laugh 
and make your ſelf merry with them and, 
with ſome Perſons, this may be thought ar- 

guing againſt them. But, in my Opinion, 
you had much better take into your ſerious 
Conſideration the many Texts of Scripture 
relating to the Operations of the Holy Spi- 
rit, and then perhaps you may not wonder 


as youdo, at Mr. M hitefield's ſpeaking ſo much 


of his Holy Influences, or at the Experiences 


of thoſe, who are under his Guidance and 


Direction, and, who, as St. Paul ſays, in a 
very ſtrong Expreſſion, νανννανντι Ex7 dyorrar, 
Rom. viii. 14. Let me recommend another 
Place of the ſame Apoſtle: to you, 1 Cor. it. 14. 

When you come to your true State of the 
Ci ſe, you (ay, * Mr. Whitefield had pretend- 

* cd to have received into his Soul, extraor- 


© dinary Influxes of the Deity, the Uſe and 
Benefit of which neither he nor his Friends 


have yet been able to make out? 
In anſwer to this let me obſerye to you, 
that the Operations of the Spirit upon his 


Soul, 
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Soul, which Mr. Whitefield pretends to, or 
ſays he experiences, are attended with a ve- 
ry extraordinary Uſe and Benefit, both with 
regard to himſelf and others, in encouraging 
and aſſiſting him in that ſtrict exemplary 
way of Holy Living, which makes him ſo 
bright an Ornament to the Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſion, and in keeping up that Zeal and Fer- 
vency in his Heart, which makes him ſo 
wonderful and ſucceſsful an Inſtrument in 
the Converſion of Souls. How ſtrangely do 
you decetve your ſelf, when you think Mr, 
Whitefield and his Friends unable to anſwer 

ſuch Trifles as theſe! _ 1 ode 
In the laſt Place, you ſay, © That White- 
feld had repreſented the Regenerate as mere 
Machines, being actuated by the Spirit to 
* ſuch a Degree, as to have their Wills over- 
© ruled, and to be no more Moral Agents 
than a Piece of Clock-Work.“ In Proof of 
which Aſſertion, you particularly refer to 
his Character ſigned by himſelf; where I find 
theſe Words, Mr. Whitejield further affirms, 
that the Holy Ghoſt firſt appeals to the Un- 
© derſtanding, then over. rules the Will. Does 
not what Mr. Whitefield obſerves here, plain- 
ly relate to what is done by the Holy Spi- 
rit, at the Time of a Sinners Converſion © 
How came you then to make it general, or 
to intimate, that the Regenerate, as long as 
they are actuated by the Spirit, continue to 
be no more than mere Machines, ne £ * 

: ; doubt 
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1 doubt not, but here you think any one in- 
capable of giving you an Anſwer, or that it 
cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that the 
Holy Spirit, at any time, nor even when he 
begins the Work of a Sinner's Converſion, 
over- rules the Will; and yet nothing is more 
plain, that either the Will muſt be then 
over-ruled, or the Sinner mult remain un- 
converted. No Man, ſays our Lord, can 
come unto me, except the Fal her, which hath 
ſent me, draw him. It is God, ſays St. Paul, 


that worketh in you both to Will and to do of his 


good Pleaſure. If then we have not a Will 
of our own to do Good, our evil or corrupt 
Will muſt conſequently be over. ruled, be- 
fore we can have a Will to do it. If God 
gives us a Will to do Good, ſo far are we, 
after we have received that Wilt from him, 
from being Machines or Clock-work, that we 
have a greater Freedom than we had before, 
a Freedom or Power to do Good, and are 
conſequently more free Agents, by the Help 


of his Grace, than ever we were. If you: 


need any more to be ſaid, I would recom. 
mend to your Conſideration the C3fe of. St. 
Paul's Converſion, the Circumſtances of 
which may help you to a little better way 
of thinking upon this Head. 

I have now, I think, done with you, and 
would adviſe you as a Friend, to meddie no 


more with Controverſy ; for that ſort of 


Writing ſeems not to be mou Talent; you 
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will only entangle and bewilder yourſelf 
the more, the further you proceed in it. 


If you are reſolved to defend your ſelf again, 


I will not promiſe to take any Notice of you; 
becauſe there is no great Pleaſure in being 
engaged with one who has not a Head turned 


for the Management of a Diſpute. You will 
probably, however, conclude, that if you 
have the laſt Word, you muſt have ronted 


your Antagoniſt; and ſome weak Readers 


may think the ſame. But I regard not the 
Opinion of thoſe who have not Judgment. 


Horace ſays excellently. 


Sumite materiam veſtris, qui ſcribitis, Mquam 


Viribus, & verſate diu quid ferre e 


Qauid Gale Lumen. 


By that little Notion I have of the Turn of 
your Genius, 1 ſhould think it adviſeable for 
you to write ſomething with this Title. 

An Hiſtorical Account of the private 
Practices and Proceedings of the Methodiſts. 


To which is added, Several Copies of pri- 


vate Converſations of the Rev. White- 
* feld, &c. &c. &c. Taken down in Writing, 
brought to them, and ſigned by them, at 
© the Rev. Mr. Tucker 8, Miniſter of All. Sainte 
0 * Briſtol. F 

1 am, SI R. 


P. & I will not trouble you with the Rea- 


ſons of my not anſwering ſooner, I doubt 


not but you will excuſe me. A mo- 
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A modeſ? Inquiry into the Principles and 
Practices of the New Sect of MErhobisrs. 


HE Nature and Manner of Mr. Mhite- 
eld's Preaching, the Accounts he has 
given us of himſelf, and the Accounts given 
of him by his Diſciples, are ſo extraordinary 
in themſelves, and ſeem to be intended by 
them to paſs for ſuch new and (ſtrange Things, 
as ſufficiently warrant the Examination of 
any. publick Writer. We are told, that he is 
another Moſes ; that he is an Apoſtolick Man, 
and true Preacher of Chriſt's Croſpel - It there- 
fore imports the Publick very much to be 
rightly informed, whether he be, or be not 
ſo? And, therefore, neither he, nor any of 
bis Followers, can be offended with any free 
Enquiries on this Head, provided they are 
fair and candid. 2 a 
The Doctrines of Mr. Whzitefield are of 
ſuch a publick Nature, and the Diſcourſes 
of his Diſciples ſuch as might naturally be- 
get the publick Attention ; we ſee that they 
have alſo had their Effect. The Preacher 
hath drawn together a numerous Audience 
his Journies through England have anſwered 
the Ends he propoſed ; Multitudes have ac- 
cepted the Invitations given them by his 
Friends; and, as Things now ſtand, we muſt 


either disbelieve our Ears and our Eyes, or 


we mult agree in acknowledging that Mr. 
149. White- 
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 Whitefield's Proceedings deſerve the publick 


Notice; or, in other Words, that it imports 
the Publick very much to be informed what 
his true Deſigns are. 

There ſeems to be the greater Need of 
this, on Account of the Variety of Opinions, 
which are already publiſhed concerning him, 
Some ſpeak of him as a Perſon (pired, as a 


| Man of great Abilities and profound Learn- 


ing ; others as poſitively ſay, that he is an 
Enthuſiaft, one of a very ordinary Capacity, 
and of very little Learning, We are told 


by his Diſciples, that he is a true Preacher 


of Righteouſneſs ; that he is a ſincere La- 
bourer in Chriſt's Vineyard; and that his 
main Deſign is to revive the true Doctrines 
of the Church of Exgland. Thoſe who op- 

poſe him, ſay the very Reverſe of theſe 
Things; they alledge, that he has imbüb'd 


ſome fanatical ot, which have put him 


upon diſturbing the Peace of the Church, 
and that he is engaged in a very pernicious 
Deſign, vis. That of perſuading the People, 


that unleſs they liſten to his Doctrine, they 
cannot attain Salvation. 


I muſt take Notice, that in the Grſk Place, 


that whoever confiders Mr. Whitefield's Con- 
duct, will be neceſſarily led to inqure on 


| what it is built? To nt I think, there has 


not been a 


ny ſatisfactory Anſwer given. If 


It be ſaid, that this Preacher is influenced by 


tome input of the Divine Spirit, then I 
ſhould 
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Mr. George Whittefield, &c. 61 
ſhould think this ought to be accompanied 
with ſome clear and diſtin& Proof. As God 
is the Creator of the Soul and Body, he may 
operate, without Queſtion, if he pleaſes, on 
the fermer, in ſuch a Manner as that he who 
feels the Operation in his Soul, may be con- 


vinced that it comes from God. But then 


another Man can have no Evidence of his 
Neighbour's Inſpiration but by Miracles, 


which are the natural Proofs of it, eſta- 
bliſh'd by Scripture and allowed by Reaſon. 
As to the Veracity of the Perſon who may 


affirm that he is inſpired, this is no ſufficient 
Proof, becauſe Men of great Worth have 


been ſtrangely miſtaken in this Point ; and, 
therefore, tho' others may know that they 
are not miſtaken, yet their Aſſertion cannot 
make thoſe to whom they ſpeak, know it ; 
and, without knowing it, they ought not, 
they cannot believe it. Indeed it may be 


ſaid, that on the Preaching of ſuch an in- 
ſpired Perſon, the Spirit of God may ope- 
rate alſo on the Minds of ſome of his Hear- 
ers ; but then theſe are all diſtinct Revela- 
tions, and ſo many clear Proofs, that a Man's 


_ aſſerting himſelf to be inſpired is no ſufficient 
Warrant for another Man to think that he is 
| fo. I do not ſay that Mr. Whitefield himſelf 


claims to be a Prophet, or that he is aſſerted 


to be ſuch by his Diſciples; but inaſ a8 


they have uſed Expreſſions which have a 


Tendency that way, and as they cannot but 


know 
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know that all Pretences of this fort afford 
much Matter of Triumph to the Enemies of 
the Chriſtian Faith, it is hoped they will 
either ſpeak explicitly on this Head for the 
Future, or they will ſay nothing of it at all, 
but endeavour to juſtify the Conduct of their 
Leader from Reaſon and the Word of God. 
With reſpe& to Reaſon: No Man who 
has read the Goſpel attentively, and con- 
ſidered the Evidence for the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion impartially, but will allow, that it is 
in all Reſpects rational, and that of Conſe- 


quence nothing can be more reaſonable than 


for a Man duly qualified to exhort others to 
the ſincere Belief of, and a ſtrict Obedience 
to the Law given by Chriſt. But then this 


can be done no otherwiſe by a Layman than 


in occafional Converſations, or by Writing, 
which was the Method Mr. Nelſon took, and 
Mr. Boyle, and many others I might men- 


tion. But it may be asked, Why a Layman 


might not diſcourſe publickly on ſuch im- 
portant Topicks? To which I anſwer ; Be- 


cauſe it would be invading the Office of o- 
thers; it would be acting out of Character, 


and expoſing ſuch Doctrines and Diſcourſes 
as might be excellent in their Kind, to Miſ- 


apprehenfion and ſtrong Prejudices, by taking 


ſo odd a Method in delivering them ; be- 


cauſe every Man who heard them would be 
apt to ſay, why did not this Man qualify 


himſelf, and ſo become a regular Preacher? 
Fe os Fa! | Or, 
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Or, being not regularly qualified, why does 
he preach? It is no Anſwer to this to ſay, 
that Laymen among the Quakers preach z or 
that the Teachers in other Congregations, are 
held to be mere Laymen by the Members of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church : For the former is 
ſtill a Pnaker, and the latter a Teacher; fo 


that we know on what Principles they 


preach, 

If Reaſon therefore doth not jutkify a 
Lay man in exerciſing his Gifts in this 5 
ner, then it ſhould ſeem that it will not juſ- 
tify a Clergyman in preaching in any other 
Way than that Church allows, from whence 
he derives his Orders: For if its Diſcipline 

1s unreaſonable, why did the Preacher ſub- 
mit to it? If it is reaſonable, why does he 
revolt from it 2 If the former was an incon- 
ſiderate Action, may it not be doubted whe- 
ther the latter is not ſo too? Some of Mr. 
Whitefield's Followers have been very free 
with the Clergy ; they treat them in general 

as Men not over careful in their Callings, and 
who do not always pay a Regard to their 
Function. Shall we believe this becauſe they 
ſay it? What then mult we fay to the Cler- 
oy? They tell us, that Mr. Whitefield pro- 
miſed Obedience to his Dioceſan, and all his 
legal Superiors, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 
in the Face of God and his Church. Mr. 
Mphiteſield's Practice does not ſeem to tell us 
this. He certataly pr caches without a Li- 
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cence, againſt the Rules of the Church; and, 
which is ſomething too among conliderate 
Men, againſt the Laws of the Land. _ 
With reſpe& to the Word of God; there 
bath been a great deal ſaid in Defence of 
this New Preacher, as if his Conduct was 
perfectly conſiſtent therewith ; but, even on 
this Head there remains ſome Doubts, even 
ſetting aſide that Obedience which, in Con- 
ſequence of his Ordination to the Prieſt- 
hood, he owes to the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
For, tho' it be true, that the Scripture fur. 
niſhes us with many Examples of Preaching 
on Commons; for the Deſerts in Judea were 
no other; yet, it is not clear, that any one 
of theſe Examples comes up to Mr. Mhite- 
feld's Caſe. The Prophets under the Old 
Law, Jobn the Baptiſt, the Fore-runner of 
the New Chriſt, and all his Apoſtles taught 
by Divine Commiſſion, and did not teach 
tilt they had given Evidence of their having 
ſuch a Commiſiton, Beſides, the latter taught 
a New Religion, and openly profeſſed that 
they came to aboliſh the Old one. Such 
Profeſſions required an extraordinary Com- 
miſſion. As for Mr. Whitefreld, he does not 
pretend to ſuch Deſigns; he affirms, he 
reaches no New Religion; he aſſerts, that 
he is a true Member ot the Church of Eng- 
land: How then comes he to find ſuch 
Powers in the Word of God as other Mem- 
bers of the Church of Exglaud cannot find > 
Or 
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Or how come his Followers, if they are in- 

deed his Followers, to think themſelves at 
Liberty to male-treat the Clergy of the 

Church of England in a Body, to repreſent 
them to their Flocks, and to the whole 
World in general, as wicked and irreligious 
Men? Sure there is ſomething very ſingu- 
Jar in this ; and, to ſpeak plainly, ſomething 
inconſiſtent? If the Church of England is 
a true Chriſtian Church, why do theſe Men 
treat her thus? If ſhe is not ſo, how comes 
the enlighten'd Mr. Whitefield to boaſt of his 

being a Member of this Church? 


To the Rev. Mr. W HITEFIELD. 
On ETERNAL MISERY. 
EAR. W hitefield, hear, and anſwer, if you 
Foes e 
Learn on from Nature's wiſe, and perfect Plan, 
That Heav'n deſign d ne er- ending Woe for Man?) 
| Behold this Earth, with every Beauty gay; f 
See, all rejoicing ſhine the God of Day; 
The feather'd Song ſters hear, in every Grove, 
Fearleſs of future Woe, ſweet warbling Love; 
The flow'ry Mead, the wide-ſpread Down ſurvey, 
Where graze the Herds, and where the Lambkins 
play gs 5 
And when aſcends the peaceful Queen of Night, 
Let the fair ſtarry Hoſt attract thy Sight; 
From every View, can aught be underſtood 
But one Creator, infinitely good ? 
WY * Sg, 
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| Say, thro all Nature canſt thou find One Trace, } 
22 Pain eternal waits the Human Race ? 

Or leary ſt thou this from Kindneſs and from 
| Grace ? 
What Goſpel. what Glad. tidings will thee tell, 
Where boundleſs Miſery can erect this Hell? 


A Copy of a Letter from Mr William Seward: 
In Auſwer to a Letter ſent him by his Bro- 
ther the, Reverend Mr. Thames Seward at 
| Genoa, 


© Reverend and dear Brot ber, 


Y GOD's Providence we are not yet em- 
barked for Georgia, ſo 1 had the Pleaſure 


of receiving your kind and well- meant An- 


ſwer. I find my Letter has met with the 
expected Reception, I knew it would ſur- 
prize you. I ſhould have been ſurprized my 
ſelf, had I been in your Circumſtances. F're 
long, I hope, we ſhall all be of one Mind. 
My Brother Benjamin once oppoſed, as you 
do; but bleſſed be GOD, he is nom become a 
Fool for Chriſt's Sake, May the ſame Grace 
which has been ſufficient for us, be ſufficientfor 
you alſo ! Methinks I ſee you unwilling to ſay, 
Amen; for you believe we are both 3 
As for my Brother Benjamin, he is of Age, let 
him ſpeak. for himſelf. I can ſay in my o.＋õ nm 
Behalf, that I cannot ſufficiently praiſe GOD 
for bringing me by his free Grace out of 
that Darkneſs in which yau left me, _ 
| 15 
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his marvellous Light. I know indeed you ima. 
gined me to be a true Chriſtian before yon 
embarked; and ſo I thought myſelf. But 1 
found myſelf miſtaken, when it pleaſed GOD 
afterwards to reveal his dear Son in me, and 
to ſhew me the Way of Salvation more per- 
fectly. As for the Articles of our Church, 
the Doctrine of the Spirit of GOD, of Re- 
generation, and of Juſtification by Faith 
only, I was almoſt a Stranger to them all; 
nor do I remember to have heard any f 
them preached or explained by our Clergy. 
Indeed, I prayed, went to Church, and gave 
Alms; but why, and wherefore, I knew 
not; being ignorant of the true Nature and 
Office of that Spirit by which I was affiſted 
to do theſe good Works. I knew little or 
nothing of the vital Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 1 
obeyed GOD and Chriſt in part, bur not 
univerſally. I hated Sin indeed, but had not 
Dominion over it. Yon ſay, my dear 
Brother, that if a Man that believes in 
Chriſt, and obeys God, 1s not a Chriſtian, what 
i Chriſtianity? But is not this, my dear 
Brother, begging the Queſtion > IF a. Mar 
believes, you ſay : But the Query is, What 
this Belief may be? Not a bare hiſtorical 
Aſſent to the Truths and Facts recorded in 
the Scripture (for this is only the Faith of 
Devils) but a vital Faith wrought in the 
Heart by the Bleſſed Spirit of GOD, and 
productive of Good Works; this is a Faith 
RL 3 I never 
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I never fully felt before Mr. Charles Weſtley 
expounded the viith of he Romans; and [| 
cannot but always honour him as an Inſtru- 


ment in GOD's Hand, of ſhewing me the 


true Way of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, You 
may call this Qꝝaberiſim, or what you pleaſe, 
my dear Brother. 1 know it is the Faith 


which Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached ; and 


therefore I pray GOD 1 may continue ſted- 
faſt in this Faith, and that you alſo may be- 
come a Partner of it. Tis true, the Doctrine 
of Faith, and the Feeling of the Holy Ghoſt 
Have been abuſed. But muſt I therefore be- 
lieve and experience no ſuch Thing? Might 
I not as juſtly throw away my Bible, becauſe 
the Devil once quoted Scripture? Or think 


- Chriſtianity all a Cheat, becauſe Judas pro- 
ved a Traitor. That there is ſuch a Thing 


as Inward Feelings, and that we muſt receive 


the Holy Ghoſt in its ſanctifying Grades 
(though not to enable us to work Miracles) 


as well as the firſt Apoſtles, ſurely my dear 
Brother will not deny. If he does, why has 
he ſo often uſed the Collects of our Church 
withont any Meaning? Why did hetell the 


Biſhop, when ordained Deacon, that he was 
. inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt ? Indeed, 


you pray, my dear Brother, that we may 
return to the Church of England. But this 


js ſtill taking that for granted, which is to 


be proved. We are not diſſenting from it ; 


neither are the Met hodiſis, as the World in 


/ 
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Deriſion calls them, ſo far from it, that they 

conſtantly preach up the Articles, Collects, 
Homilies, and Liturgies of our own Church. 
But here lies the Truth of the Matter. The 
Doctrines of the Reformation have lain a 
long while Dormant. The Generality (I 
will not ſay all) of our Ergliſh Clergy have 
ſadly fallen from them. GOD has raiſed up 
ſome to preach the Truth as it is in Jeſus, 
and as held by our Church. He has ſet his 
Seal to their Miniſtry. They have made 
abundantly more Converts than thoſe zea- 
lous Atheiſts you mentioned. The Pleaſure, 
Preferment-loving Clergy envy their Succeſs, 
and therefore are confederate againſt them. 
Perhaps, my dear Brother may think this 
uncharitable, But, I think, I ſpeak the 
Truth in Chriſt. I lie not. I wiſh it was o- 
therwiſe. And though you tax me with a 
Want of Charity in this Reſpect, yet I think, 
ſhould I judge otherwiſe, I ſhould put bitter 
for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter; 1 ſhould put 
Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs. 
J am far from being bigotted to the Mes ho- 
diſts, or to Mr. Whitefield in particular, out 
of a blind Zeal. I will not follow him, 
nor no Man, farther than he follows (Hriſt. 
I believe him to be a ſincere good Miniſter 
of Chriſt Jeſus. You do not ſeem to think 
ſo. Who wants Charity then, my degr Bro- 
ther, you or me? By #heir Fruits you ſhall 
know them, ſays our Lord, Do the other 
_ Clergy 
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Clergy bring forth ſuch Fruit? Did not the 
Budding of Aaron's Rod, when thoſe of the 
other Prieſts bore nothing, ſhew who was 
truly called of GOD ? But perhaps you may 
judge me and him both as Vain-glorious 

but give me leave, dear Brother, to remin 

you of the Apoſtle's Words, Who art thou, 0 
Man, that judgeft another Man's Servant : To 
our own Maſter we ſland or fall, What if 
there was a Tincture of Vain-glory in my 


advertiſing formerly, does it therefore fol- 


low that my Eye cannot be ſingle now? You 
ſeem to reflect on me, my dear Brother, for 
ng round the Kingdom with ſuch aKnight- 
6 as Whitefreld, I wiſh you had uſed 
milder Terms, But, my dear Brother, may 
I not juſtly turn the Tables upon yourſelf, and 


reflect on your leaving your Flock, and tra- 


velling merely for Profit, or little elſe > 
When that Man of GOD had deſerted his 
Station, ſays GOD, What doſt thon here, 
Elijah > May I not ask you the ſame Que- 
ſtion, What doeſt thou there Abroad, my 
dear Brother, when you ought to be feeding 
your Sheep at Home 2 Perhaps yon may 
anſwer, You have committed them to the 
Care of a Curate. But may not Ireply to you, 
as I was told St. Bernard did once on a like 
Occaſion, But will your Curate be damn'd for 
you? 0 my dear Brother, I beſeech you by 
the Mercies of GOD in Chriſt Jeſus, firſt 
pull the Be am out of your own Eye, before 

you 
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you ſo much as preſume even to offer to 
pull the Mote out of your Brother's Eye. 
For GOD's fake, my dear Brother, do not 
charge others with being righteous. over- 
much, before you can prove that yow are 
righteous enough yourſelf. Return Home, 
my dear Brother, watch dilizently that Flock 
committed to your Care; catechiſe and vifit 
from Houfe to Houſe; live as Chriſt lived, 
teach as he taught, leave off hunting after 
Preferment, and ceaſe to pleaſe the polite 
World, and then I will think you a proper 
| Perſon to judge whether the Methodiſts are 
Enthuſtaſts or nor, But till then, my dear 
Brother, you would do well to hold your 
Peace, leſt your Mouth ſhould be immediate- 
ly ſtopped by, Phyſician heal thyſelf, Ex- 
cuſe, my dear Brother, this ſeeming Seve- 


+E rity. Love for GOD, Love for you, con- 


ſtrains me to uſe this Freedom. I bluſh to 
think I ſhould take upon me to inſtruct a 
Clergy man, who ought to teach me. But 
you have compelled me to it. May our great 
and common Maſter give it his Bleſſing. Vet 
a little while, and I embark for Georgia. My 
worldly Affairs 1 have ſettled, and have 
taken Care of my dear Child. Perhaps 1 
may never fee your Face in the Fleſh again; 
However, we muſt all appear before the 
Judgment-Seat of Chriſt Jeſus; there, there, 
my dear Brother, will I meet you, and then 

Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ſhall determine which is 
Dk ooh in 
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in the Right. But GOD forbid it ſhould be 
leſt undetermined till then: No, I do not 
deſpair of ſeeing Saul among the Prophets. 
I do not deſpair of ſeeing you alſo become 
a Fool for Chriſt's Sake. GOD has begun a 
good Work in our Houfe. I believe he will 
carry it on. He has given me my Brother 
Benjamin, and will he not give me my Bro- 
ther Thomas alſo? I hope he will; at leaſt, 
J hope he will never be forgotten in the 
Prayers of his 


| Affectionate, tho weak and 
unworthy Brother in Chriſt, 


From Blendon in Kent, = WILLIAM SEWARD; 
Ju 16, 1739. 1 | BE: 


The following Letter was printed in the Weekly 
. Miſcellany of July 1. | 
Mr. Hooker, 

HEN there are any uncommon Erru 
tions or Appearances on the Skin, we 
juſtly conclude ſomething unſound in the 

Conſtitution of the Body to be the Occaſion 
of it: In like manner I never ſee any Af- 

fectation and diſtinguiſhing Singularity in 

the Dreſs, or Manner of a Perſon, but I 

ſuſpe& ſome Weakneſs or Diſorder in the 

Frame of his Iutellectuals; and — ſel- 

* | dom, 
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dom, if ever, found myſelf miſtaken. Upon 
theſe Principles, the Noveliſt in Religion 
paſſes with me either for a Fool, or a Knave: 
Theſe Things indeed, frequently begin in 
want of Senſe, but almoſt always end in want 
of Honeſty. Weak People are eaſily the 
Sport of their own Fancies and Imaginations 
in Religious Matters; but if they arg ſucceſs- 
ful and raiſe a Party about them, they either 
grow wicked themſelves, or ſoon become the 
Tools of crafty and deſigning Men for the 
worſt of Purpoſes, Religion is the oldeſt, 
plaineſt, and moſt uniform Thing in the 
World: This therefore will not ſerve the 
Turn of thoſe, who want to catch the Eye, 
' raiſe a Stir among Men, be Leaders of a Sect, 
give a Name to Multitudes, be amuſed, ad- 
mired, or enriched, Some new. faſhioned 
Scheme is therefore ſubſtituted in its ſtead, 
and great Streſs is laid upon ſome noiſy Trifle, 
To keep up Attention and prevent Satiety, 
falſe Religion is continually changing its 
Dreſs, as in Maſquerade, varying its Voice, 
and accommodating its Motions according to 
all the Mazes of Error, and ſportive Turns 
of Madneſs and Folly : It gives the Rein 
every licentious Humour, or practiſes amaze 
ing Auſterities; it diſtorts the Limbs, ſcrews 
the Features, it laughs, it ſings, it weeps, it 
ſcreams, it groans, it raves in Streets, ,bawls 
on Commons, preaches from Walls, and 
Carts, and Stools, and Windows, expounds, 
prays, exclaims. The Enthuſiaſt is now a 
Fe 3 L Quietiſt 
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Quietiſt and does nothing, anon a perpetual 
Motion and never at Reſt: Sometimes he is 
a Meteor, which juſt flaſhes and diſappears; 


ſometimes a direful Comet, ſeen for a long 


time, and carrying Miſchief and Deſtruction 
in the ſ weep of his Tail. 
Of the former Sort were the French Pro- 

ohets who made a Figure not long ſince, and 
were agitated by Convulſions like thoſe re- 
corded in the Goſpel, when the unclean Spi- 
rit foamed at the Mouth, tore the poſſeſſed, 
and threw him on the Ground for dead. 

Theſe acted their Play for a little Time, 

cheated a crooked Knight out of his Money 
with Promiſes of reſtoring his Shape, were 


called upon for Evidence, pretended to a Mi- 


racle, failed, and were heard of no more. 
The Continuance of the preſent Puppet- 


Shew cannot yet be determined, nor whether 
the Undertakers will take upon them to re- 


move Mountains, or cure Diſeaſes: Though 


it is ſaid, they have made ſome pretty bold 


Attempts towards it, when one of them in- 
ſolently toſſed his Garment to be kiſſed by 
a Woman, who tancied her Health. depend- 
ed on touching the Hem of it, and bid a Crip- 
ple throw down his Crutches and walk. The 


Poor Man, I hear, obeyed the former Part of 
the Direction in his Power, but was glad to 


gather up his old Supporters, in order to per- 
form the latter: And if he had been able to 
have laid one of his Sticks on the Shoulders of 
this bl alphemous Pretender to Wonders, he 


would > 
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would have committed a very innocent Aſ- 
ſault and Battery in the Judgment of Men of 
Senſe and Probity. 

But theſe perhaps are only Stories — Let 
us leave them then, and proceed to better In- 
formation. Behold then on yonder Emi- 
nence the Preacher with admiring, ſubſcrib- 
ing Crowds about him. He 7s young — good: 
How innocent he looks 2 — better: He has no 
human Learning — beſt of all. But he knows 
every thing without Labour, without Study — 
prodigious! ——See, he ſpreads his Hands and 
opens his Lips, as wide as poſſible — well, 
Quid novi, quid tanto dignum hic promiſſor 
hiatu ? — Hark! he talks of a ſenſible New 
Birth — then belike he is in Labour, and the 
good Women around him are come to his 
Aſſiſtance. He dilates himſelf, cries out, the 
Hill ſwells into a Mountain, and parturiunt 
Montes, uaſcetur ridiculus Mus, — Well, he 
is at laſt delivered, he has felt the New Birth, 
and damns all that have not. I ſuſpect this 
to be a Lure for all the Goſſips in the King- 
dom, who will be curious to experience theſe 
Throws and Stirrings within them, and may 
not be without them, if their nocturnal Aſſem- 
blies go on much longer. — But how can we 

treat a poor innocent Man at this unmerciful 
Rate? For hear, how pathetically he groans 
under ſuch Perſecution, ſaying often —ʃ Saul, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou mee? It is indeed 
very moving. He goes on —— Oh that my 
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Head were Waters and mine Eyes a Fountain of 
Tears! O Caput, tribus Anticyris inſanabile | 
I am informed that the next Performance of 
this melancholy Exclamation is to be ac- 
companied with a Chorus of Ten Thouſand 
Sighs and Groans, fetched from an ancient 
Comic- Poet, and deepened with modern Baſ- 
foons and French Horns. I think this very 
practicable, becauſe I myſelf have heard a 
Quaker's Sermon with all its affecting Mo- 


dulations, performed on a Violin to that Ex- 


actneſs, that one of the Brotherhood preſent 
acknowledged, it could not have been done 
without the Afſiſtarce of the Spirit. The 
next Winter the Town may promiſe them- 
ſelves a new Entertainment on the Stage, of 
Harlequin turned Methodiſt, by way of Repri- 
ſals, fince the Methodiſt has certainly this 
Summer turned Harlequin. OE ILL 
But after all, what is this New Birth, we 
have heard fo much of? Why it is, it ſeems, 
what Sharp, South, Calamy and Tillotſon knew 
nothing of, and all the preſent Chriſtian Cler- 


gy and Laity are utterly unacquainted with, 
except the Author of the Life of God in the 


Soul of Man, a modern prating Youth, and a 
few of his Followers. It is ſome ſtrange Flut- 
ter or Motion within, felt and diſtinguiſhed 
at the preciſe Time of its coming on the 
Patient. I bave read of Darkneſs that could 
be felt, and there is ſuch a Thing as palpa- 


ble Ignorance; but whether inward Light be 


of 
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of this Sort, I cannot tell. Is it warranted 
by Experience? No: ls it agreeable to Rea» 
ſon, or ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of Vir- 
tue? No. But the Preachers of the Doc- 
trine feel it. How is this proved? 
they ſay ſo. They are inſpired above other 
Men. — How do they ſhew it? They 
aſlert it. | 0204 of 

But do not theScriptures atteſt the Neceſſi- 
ty of Regeneration? Yes, and the Power and 
Effects of it too, declaring, that what is born 
of the Fleſh is Fleſh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is Spirit, But we are no where taught 
to expect a Senſibility of this as to the Time, 
or Place or Manner of bringing it about. The 
Holy Spirit ſtrives with our Spirit by un- 
diſcernable Methods: We receive Light; 
if we uſe it, we have more, and grow from 
Grace to Grace to the perfect Man. Can 
we diſcern the Operations of the Spirit from 
thoſe of our own Mind, any otherwiſe than 
by the, Effects? No: But as the Wind 
bloweth where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the 
Sound thereof, but can'it not tell whence it 
cometh or whither it goeth; ſo is every one, 
that is born of che Spirit. As the Holy Spirit 
is inviſible in his own Nature, and unper- 
ceivable by any of our Senſes, the only Proof 
we can have of his Preſence muſt be from his 
Operations and Effects: And leſt wegſhould 
be ignorant of what theſe are, the Scripture 
gives us a particular Account of the Fruits -ol 

| | | the 
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the Spirit: And Things being beſt known 

by their Contraries, the Works of the Fleſh 
are ſet down together with them in the ſame 
Chapter by the Apoſtle. As the one or other 
of theſe diſcover themſelves in the Courſe and 
Tenor of our Lives, we may know, whether 


the Spirit or the Fleſh, be the ruling Principle 
within us: which is as ſure and eaſy a Way 


of judging of ourſelves or others, as it 1s to 
diſtinguiſh a Tree by its Fruit. St. Fohr 
ſays, Hereby we know that Chriſt abideth in 


0 us, by the Spirit which he hath given us: 


And the ſame Apoſtle ſays, he that keepeth 
his Commandments, dwelleth in Chriſt, and 
Chriſt in him. If then we have Chri/?'s Spi- 
rit in us, we ſhall keep the Commandments 
of Chriſt; and if we keep the Commandments 
of Chriſt, his Spirit dwelleth in us. For in 
this the Children of God are manifeſt and the 


Children of the Devil: Whoſoever doth not 
Righteouſneſs, is not of God. This is the 


Apoſtolical, this is the ſafe, this is the only 
preſent way of judging of the Indwelling of 
the Spirit in ourſelves or others: A much bet- 
ter and ſurer Way, than to collect it from any 
wild Extaſies we may feel, or the pretended 


Tranſports of other Men: Since theſe may be 


only the Workings of a heated Imagination, 


or the Deluſions of a wicked Spirit, or the 


Arts of deſigning Men for the worſt of Pur- 
poſes. What St. John forewarned the Chri- 


ſtians of in his Time, that many falſe Pro- 


phets 
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phets were gone out into the World, has been 
verified in all Ages of the Church. There 
have ever been impudent Pretenders to the 
Spirit; and ſome of them ſo crafty, as to ſe- 
duce many: But if we keep to our Rule, and 
try them by their Works, as the Scripture 
requires us to do; hereby we ſhall know the 
Spirit of Truth from the Spirit of Error. 
We ſhall eaſily by this Means be able to con- 
fute the arrogant Claim of Intallibility in the 
Church of Rome : ; ſince her Departure from 
the Word of God in Doctrine and Worſhip, 
making it of no Effect through her Tradi- 
tions, her Idolatry and other Errors are in- 
conſiſtent with any ſuch Direction of the Ho- 
ly Spirit: And by the ſame Rule we ſhall diſ- 
pl the Folly and Madneſs of our modern 
Enthuſiaſts, who teach for Dictates of the 
peaceable unerring Spirit, Seditions, Hereſies, 
and Contempt of rhe Ordinances of God and 

Man. | 
But it is quite impertinent to be ſerious with 
Buffoons in Religion, and Mountebanks in 
Theology ; to diſpute with a Creature, who 
diſclaims Senſe and is below Argument, —Let 
us then turn to our Prophet, and amuſe our- 
ſelves at leaſt with the viſionary Antick in a 
Gown and Caſſock. He had by his own Ac- 
count, a very fruitful Genius and a ready 
Wit, was a Smaiterer in Mathematics, and ſo 
had like to have been a pretty Schola?: but 
he fortunately left the dry Sciences and pre- 


vented 
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vented that Calumny. He was reckoned a 
Saint for practiſing every moral and chriſtian 
Duty, when he was not ſo much as a Chri- 
ſtian. has undergone ſince a Series of 
Temptations, and been fo buffeted by the De- 
vil, that he is qualified to be Confeſſor to the 
whole Ifland ; he compoſes as faſt as he can 


write, and ſpeaks faſter than he thinks : — _ 


And then for preaching, none can come near 
him : He holds forth from the Stairs of a 
Windmill; and never was exceeded, but by 
the Knight de la Mancha flying on the Sails 
of it, He preaches nine, expounds eighteen 
Times in one Week, and all this with great 
Power and Enlargment. His Hoarſcneſs is 
removed in an Inſtant, and, if he does not 
himſelf a little enlarge, prays away the Rain 
that hinders his Journey: The Lord is to 
ſend an Angel to prepare his Way, and ann, 
I fuppoſe, the Heavens are to open, the Spi- 
rit is to be ſeen deſcending, and the Voice to 
be heard — This is he. 3 
This extraordinary Perſon has projected 
the Continuance of his Sect, and therefore has 
formed a Society of Females, who are to con- 
feſs their Love Affairs to one another, and 
take Care, there ſnall be a Supply of new Me- 
thodiſts for future Generations. And this 
is done upon the Authority of a Scripture, 
which ſays, Confeſs your Sins one to another, 
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 
For our Prophet having laid aſide all Studies 
--- DU 
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but that of the ſacred Writings, is as notable 
a2 Texture as he, who diſapproved the Sign of 


the Hen and Chickens, becauſe it was writ= 


ten, there ſhall no Sign be given but that of 
the Prophet Jonas, The Text directs to con- 
feſs our Faults to the Elders of the Church, 
who by the Prayer of Faith, z. e. a Prayer in 
_ conſequence of a miraculous Aſſurance of Suc- 
ceſs, ſhould recover the Sick. As the Papiſts 
from hence have drawn their Sacrament of 
Extreme Unction, to be adminiſter'd where 


there is no Hope of Recovery; theſe modern 


Scripturiſts have made it warrant a Confeſſion 
of Women one to another about the moſt 
trifling Affairs, a ſort of Play of Queſtions 
and Commands — as thus —— Does any 
court you? Does any one ſbem you more Reęſpecis 
than to other Women ? Are not .you pleaſed with 
that? How do you like him? How do you feel 
yourſelf, when he comes, when he ſtays, when 
be goes away? Now an enlighten'd Head, 
that can by this Text oblige Women to tell 
their Feelings upon theſe nice Occaſions ; 
might as well direct the King to carry Bur- 
dens for his Subjects, becauſe the Scripture 
ſays, All of ye be ſubject one to another. Theſe 
Female Examinations, when publiſhed, will 
form themſelves into very entertaining No- 
vels, and give an Air of Pleaſantry to the gra- 
ver Journals of their Maſter, But I ſhrewdly 
ſuſpect a further View in this Scheme of 
Female Confeſſion, which may let the Male 
M Brethren 
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Brethren into proper Secrets, and give them 
Succeſs in their Applications to Fortunes and 
Heireſſes. For however they may perſuade 
others to diveſt themſelves of their Proper- 


ty, they do not ſeem averſe to enjoy it them- 


ſelves : They can marry young Creatures a- 


gainſt Conſent of Parents, and ſue for the 
Eſtate when they have done, The tall Irifþ 
Men, who have been famous for theſe Prac- 


tices, may probably lay aſide the embroder- 


ed Suit and fair Perriwig, and court the Mo- 
'ney'd Females with leſs Danger and Expence 
in the Dreſs of a Methodiſt. lA 


Indeed I apprehend a great Acceſſion of 


Numbers to this new Society, ſince many 


Sorts of People may probably find their Ac- 
count in it. The Inſtitutor of it tells us — 7 


held a Conference at Iſlington, concerning ſeve- 


ral Things of very great Importance, with ſeutn 


true Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, whom God 


brought together from the Eaſt and Weſt, North 


and South — What we were in Doubt about, af- 
ter Prayer, we determined by Lot. Now this 
is a new and conciſe way of ending Contro- 
verſies, which have puzzled the Heads, and 
broke the Peace of Men with one another. 
The Roman Catholicks have taken greatPains 
to maintain their Doctrines, and Arguments 
failing, have been obliged to have recourſe 
to an infallible judge, who however has been 
guilty of ſo many Errors and Abſurdities, that 


belieye they might be induced to come into 
. . this 
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this ſpiritual Game, and for the future put to 
the Chance of a Lot the Points diſputed with 
them by Proteſtants. The modern Infidels, 
who heartily wiſh our Religion to be falſe, 
but cannot for their Lives prove it ſo, may be 
contented to compromiſe Matters this Way, 
and toſs up, whether Chriſtianity be true or 
not. It will in this Caſe be an equal Chance, 
whether Truth or Error ſhall turn up, and if 
they cannot get rid of their Difficulties this 
way, they are but where they were, fince they 
certainly cannot get rid of them in any other. 
But thoſe who will come plumb into the 
Scheme, I conceive, are the Knights of the 
Induſtry, who are perfect Maſters of all the 
_ Myſtery of Chance, who know the whole 
Game, and have ſucceſsfully practiſed it all 
their Lives long, but are now diſabled by an 
unlucky AQ of Parliament from following 
their Profeſſion. lr is pity, ſo much Art and 
Dexterity ſhould be loſt to the World, and fo 
many ingenious Men ſhould ſtarve for want 
_of Employment, or follow one tizat threatens 
their Necks, Ace of Hearts, Pharaoh, and 
Hazard, are indeed forbidden them; but they 
may turn Methodiſts, ſet up a religions Lot- 
tery, and play for what Sums they pleaſe, 
provided always it be with inſpired Box and 
Dice, or ſupernatural Cards, And if they 
ſhould happen not to play upon the Square 
with ſuch miraculous and ſacred Utenfils as 
theſe, the Devil ſurely * be in them. 
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It js certain, the new Apoſtles have collect 


ed, without Letters Patents, Licence, or 


Protection, larger Sums, than uſually appear- 


ed upon any Gamin Table now put down, 


and yet have incurred no Penalty by it. The 


decay ing Churches would riſe faſter than they 
do, if they had ſo good a Fund to depend up- 
on: And if this Fund be employed for the 
Purpoſe Fe out, the Orphans Houſe is like 

all the Palaces in Europe. Suppoſing 
this Humour to go on, I know nothing the 


8 Clergy have to do, but to leave 


enſe and Honeſty, their little Pulpits and leſs 


Incomes, and bawl profitable Exclamation 


with great Enlargement on Commons, and 
gt Thouſands by it. In ſhort, we muſt put a 
Stop to this ſharping Trade of the Methodiſt, 


or we muſt all, Man, Woman and Child, join 


in the Plunder with them. The faithful Dog 


in the Fable, who carried untouched his Ma- 
ſter's Dinner about his Neck, when he was 
overpower'd by Numbers, got one good 
Mouthful, before he threw it down. to the 
ra venous Invaders. e | 


1 am, 
e 
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To. 


Mx. George Whitefield. | By 
To Mr. WHIT EFIELD. 


SIR, Cardiff, July 17, 1739. 
A corrupt as you would, out of your ſin- 
> gular Charity, repreſent me to the Pub- 
lick, I am not yet quite fo weak as to pur- 
chaſe any of your Journals (thoſe Rhapſo- 
dies and Repetitions of Spiritual Pride, Va- 
nity and Nonſenſe) and therefore borrow'd 
your laſt to inform myſelf, whether you had 
really treated me in that falſe, ungenerous 
and ſcurrilous Manner, I accidentally heard 

you had. — Nothing but ſeeing with my 
own Eyes could convince me, that you who 
take ſo much Pains to be thought a Saint, 
and conclude every Paragraph almoſt with 
ſuch devour Ejaculations and Profeſſions of 
Faith, Piety and Grace, ſhould yet have ſo 
little of all Three, as to publiſh this noto- 
rious Falſehood. Journal continued, p. 46. 
* At the Inn where we put up there was an 
* unhappy Clergyman, who (ſo far had his 
* Corruptions Dominion over him) would 
not go over in the Paſſage Boat becaufe I 
* went in it. Theſe are the very Words in 
your Journal. And is it poſſible you can 
read them without bluſhing ? * I pray God 
rebuke your Spirit, and grant that that 
* Paragraph may never riſe up in Juggment 
© againſt you.“ Journal continued, p. 89. It 
is ſo well known, and can be proved by ſo 
| e many 
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many Witneſſes, that I actually did paſs over 
with you, and in the ſame Boat, and at a 
Time too, that I might have had a Paſſage 
in another; that the moſt charitable way to 
account for it is, that you were not in your 
Senſes when you wrote it, or under that De- 
reliction mention'd, Journal continu'd, p. 19. 
On a ſudden deſerted and your Strength 
© gone from you. I could almoſt ven- 


ture to appeal to Mr. Seward, your other Bro- 


ther, that paſſed over with you, and even 


to yourſelf, at the Time of your Intervals, 


for the Truth of it. But if you ſhould ima- 
gine yourſelf under a Neceſſity of perſiſting 
in the Denial of it /as your Honour and 
Veracity are ſo nearly affected by it,) it will 
be proved upon you by the Teſtimonies. of 
ſeveral credible Perſons, who went over at 


the ſame Time, and in the fame Boat with 


us. In the mean time, to convince the Pub- 


lick of your great Modeſty and ſacred Re- 
gard to Truth, I ſhall content myſelf with 
ſuch a Proof of it, as, it's preſum'd, you 


yourſelf will not object to. It is a Paragraph 


out of a Letter of yours I have by me, which 


you favoured me with, in Anſwer to one 1 


ſent you in March laſt, 


Aber- 


My. George Whitefield, OF. 97 


et Abergavenny, April 5. 1739. 
Rev. Sir, | 
* EE of Bufineſs prevented my anſwer. 
ing your Letter ſooner, and now I 
© have but a few Moments; I never told 
any one that Idiſputed with you, and con- 
futed you in every thing you advanced; 
© fo far from it, that I ſaid, that I talked all 
* the while I was in the Boat, and you would 
not ſpeak a Word to me, G 
| Grorce WHlrttrFitrD. 


How inconſiſtent is this Part of your Let- 


ter, with the above Paragraph in your Jour- 


nal, In the latter you tell the Publick, *1 
* would not go over in the Paſſage Boat be- 
* cauſe you went in it; in the former you 
* acknowledge I was in the ſame Boat, but 
© would not ſpeak a Word to you. Admit- 
ting either Part of the Contradiction to be 
true, the other muſt be falſe. When I 
read your Letter to a bigotted Mezhodiſt 
(pointing at the ſame Time to the Paragraph 
in your Fournal) he was ſtartled at it; and 
deſired to read it himſelf, as if he doubted 
of my reading it right. He had no ſooner 
ſatisfied himſelf, than he cries out, Is it poſ- 
ſible Mr. V. fo full of God and the Holy Ghoſt, 
could be guilty of fo barefaced a Contradic- 
tion? This, ſays he, is ſurely his Hand- 
writing (taking a Letter of yours out of his 
SH 5 5 Pocket 
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Pocket and comparing it with yours to me) 
but why may not the Printer be miſtaken > 
— The wilful and notorious Falſehood of 
the Paragraph in your Journal appearing fo 
clearly under your own Hand, can you have 


the leaſt Pretence to reſent my turning your 
_ own charitable Stile upon you, That the 
Spirit of Lying and Slander had fo far Do- 


<. minion over you, that tho' your own 
Conſcience muſt remind you it was falſe, yet 


you would publiſh it in your Journal, That 


I would not go over with you in the Paſ. 


© ſage Boat becauſe you went in it.” And 


all (it ſeems) for the Sake of that ſtupid as 


well as uncharitable Remark, * Alas, thought 


1, this very Temper would make Heaven it 
* ſelf unpleaſant to that Man, if he ſaw me 


there.“ Journal continued, p. 46. Uncha- 
ritable as it repreſents me to the Publick to be 


of ſuch a Temper, which my actual paſſing o- 


ver with you, would convince any Perſon but 


yourſelf, to be falſe: Stupid, as it ſuppoſes 
Paſſions even in Heaven, and that the Sight 


of you there would diſturb and deſtroy my 
Happineſs, after ſuch Falſehoods, Prevari- 


cations and Malice, I won't anſwer for my 
ſelf but a Sight of you there might perhaps 
ſurprize me. Before 1 have done with this 


Paragraph in your Letter, I beg leave to ob - 


ſerve, how well you can ſhuffle and prevari- 
cate upon Occaſion. You had (it ſeems) 


complained to your few Followers at Cardiff, 


that 


Mr. George Whitefield, “c | 
that I would not ſpeak a Word to you in 
A the Boat, though you talk d all the while 
* to me,” But in your Letter to me you ex- 
preſs yourſelf with more Reſerve and Cane 
tion, with a Deſign to have a come off at 
laſt, if there ſhould be a Neceſſity. I talk'd - 
© all the while I was in the Boat and you 
© would not anſwer me. An indifferent 
Perfon would preſently imagine, you talk. 
all the while to me. But I ask you, good 
Sir, upon your Honour, upon the Faith of a 
Nem- horn Chriſtian, that Faith you fo much 
pretend to; did you talk to me (I don't ſay 
all the while,) but once only, 1 the 
whole Paſſage? I preſume you won't ſay ſo 


in Print, becauſe you have already denied in 


Print that I paſs'd at all over with you. But 
it is well known, and the ſame credible Wit- 
neſſes that are ready to prove I actually did 
paſs over with you, are likewiſe ready to at- 
teſt, that you did not fo much as once talk to 
me. —— Nor is it true, that you talk'd all 
the while you was in the Boat. Have yon 
forgot that you, Mr. Seward, and your other 
Brother, ſang Hymns the beſt part of the Pats, 
age? till the Pilot hinder'd by your Noiſe 
from hearing the Man appointed to look out, 
and to direck him in the Dark how to ſteer, 
_ conviric'd you by our common Danger of the 
Unſeaſonableſs of it, and ; abliged yoy to 
give over. After that indeed, you. talk d all 
the while; but to whom? And with whom? 


dertainly had of you) o 


4 wih a 


% The LIFE of the Rev. 
With, and to Mr. Seward and your other 


Brother. And if with them only, what 


Reaſon had you to ape (more than I 


my not ſpeaki - Jin 
you during the Paſſage? Was it to infinu- 


ate, what a prophane as. well as corrupt 


Wretch I was, not to take Notice of, and 


ſpeak to the godly Mr. Whitefield, whom ſuch 
Crowds followed and adored? Or was it to 


make your Brethren believe, that 1 was a- 


fraid to enter into Diſcourſe with ſo potent 
a Reafoner as you, conceive yourſelf to be? 


Whatever be the Reaſon the Complaint hap- 


pily and providentially ſerves to furniſh me 

Proof under your own Hand, that 
all you put in your Journal is not Goſpel ; ; 
and that though you had the Weakneſs to 
aſſert in it, That I would not go over in 


e Paſſage Boat becauſe you went in it,” 2 


yet in your Letter you acknowledge, I did. 


Who after this dares call in Queſtion your 


Title to the New- Birth, Spirituality and 


Saintſbip. Great Pains are taken by your 
ſelf, or ſome Body for you, to repreſent you 
as a Prodigy of Piety. And in a late pre- 
tended Anſwer to the Reverend Mr. Tucker's 


Reply, it is ſaid, © That the Operations of 
the Spirit upon your Soul are attended with 
* yery extraordinary Uſe and Benefit in en- 
©couraging and aſſiſting you in that ſtrict 
and exemplary Way of holy Living, which 


8 makes you ſo bright an Ornament to the 


e * Chriſtian 


Mr. Gedi Whitefield. = | 


© Chriſtian Profeſſion.” Can it be conſiſtent 
with ſuch a Character, to take a Pleaſure in 
being abuſive and ſcurrilous, and to print 
known and direct Falſchoods for the Sake of 
ſuch bitter and uncharitable Remarks as even 
a natural and unregenerate Man would bluſh 
to be the Author of? It is no unreaſonable 
Requeſt, that you would forgive me, at leaſt, 
if while thoſe wilful Lies of me continue 
unretracted and unexpung'd in your Journal, 
I continue to queſtion your Sincerity; and to 
_ conclude, that what ever Spirit you pretend 
to be actuated by, it cannot be the Spirit 
of God. For the Fruits of the Spirit are 
Love, Gentleneſs, Meekneſs and Truth, That 
Truth is not fo facred with you as it 
ſhould be, will farther appear from another 
Paragraph i in your Letter, viz. © I never ad- 
* viſed my dear Brother Mr. Howel Harris not 
to go Into Holy Orders; on the contrary I 

_ © perſuaded him to it: But if without Cauſe 
(mark your civil Compliment on the Biſhops, 


as if they would without Cauſe reject any 


Candidate, worthy of it and qualified for it) 
_ © fo worthy a Perſon ſhould be rejected, I ſay 
© now, as I often ſaid before, I would have 
e him go on Diſcourſing, and he may do as 
much Good without it.“ What? Is not an 
outward Call to the Miniſtry neceſſary? And 
a Clergy man of the Church of England peach 
ſuch Doctrine? Compare this Declaration 
with your Conference with the Duakers, 
N 2 by a 
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own) he has alienated the | 
norant People from their Pariſh Miniſters, 
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J urnal continued, p. 54. where you ſay, 


© That their Arguments for omitting the out- 


ward Signs of Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup- 


per, and for having no outward Call to the 
 * Miniſtry were not at all Convincing Ad- 


mirable Conſiſtency ! But tho' you had the 
5 to deny that you adviſed Mr. H. 

. not to offer himſelf for Holy Orders; yet 
4 Perſon of Underſtanding and Credit, and 
(till the Time of your giving that Advice ) 


your Admirer, will ceſtify, that at a private 
Conference, to which he was admitted, he 


heard you adviſe him not to do it; with 


this hopeful and fanatical Argument, That 


* the Succeſs the Holy Spirit had bleſs'd his 


Labours with, was a ſufficient Evidence and 


© Proof of. his Divine Commiſſion, and he 


need no other. And yet his boaſted Succeſs 


upon Enquiry is this { a * 
e CCTLONS OT 18 


and ſent molt of them to Diſſenting Meeting 
Hou ſes. 2 | 


Four charging me, Journal continued p. 47. 


with calling you a Difenter in the publick 


Kitchen is another Falſehood, /the uſual 
Conſequence of hearing with other Peoples 


Ears.) Being not in the Kitchen, I could have 
no Converſation there with any Body about 
you, and conſequently could not call you fo, 


Whatever I thought of you. Tho had you 


given me then thoſe Reaſons you have ſince 
DES in 


Me. George Whitefield, 93 
in your famous Journal and Letter, I know, 
and your own Conſcience may ſuggeſt, what 
you deſerved to be called. Others (no doubt) 
perceive you had treated me with a ſuffici- 
ent Rancour already, but your meek Spirit 
thought otherwiſe; and, reſolved (it ſeems) 
Right or Wrong to blacken me enough, you 
would vilely inſinuate that I was at Dice in 
the publick Kitchen, for in that Light you 
leave it, p. 47. When a little after as 1 
© paſſed by (the publick Kitchen juſt before 
mentioned) I ſaw him ſhaking his Elbow 

© over a Gaming Table.” Had you mention- 
ed this as in Chriſtian Charity you ought, 
1 ſhould have paſſed it over, and left it to 
the Candour of the Reader. For the real 
Truth is this. A Gentleman that went with 

me to Briſtol againſt the Velſß Feaſt on the 
Firſt of March, and was then on his Return 


home with me, after waiting ſeveral Hours 


for a Paſſage, propoſed diverting ourſelves a 
little at Back-Gammon (the Tables lying on 
the Window before us) and in the Hall or 
Parlour where we dined. This happened to 
be juſt before your Reverence arrived. This 
is all the Foundation for that ſcurrilous Part 
of your Journal. In ſuch a View where is 
the groſs Immorality of it? But the ugly 
Features you have painted it in, by making 
A publick Kitchen the Scene of Action, and 


buy uſing the harſheſt Phraſe to expreſs it by, 


you diſcover plainly the inward Venom and 
8 | 3 Ran- 
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Rancour of your Heart, and how you would 
gladly have the Publick conceive of it. 
You foreſaw, that a true, fair, and candid 
Repreſentation of it would not anſwer your 
charitable Purpoſes, nor furniſh you with 
Matter for bringing in the Clergy in your fly 
and grave Remark upon it, pag. 47. But your 
own ſtrict Regard for the Canons and Conſti- 
tutions of the Church appears in your Jour- 
nal only, not in your Practice. Let two or 
three Inſtances ſerve for all. Is your Praying 
and Preaching in the Fields agreeable to the 
Canons? Which you impioully aſſert in ſeve- 
ral Places of your Journal are ſo well pleaſing 
tothe Almighty, that he prefers them even to 
the Decency of DivineWorſhip in the Church: 
tho' God himſelf long ago declared by the 
Prophet, My Houſe ſhall be called an Houſe of 
Prayer for all People, Iſaiah liii. 7. And by 
the Pſalmiſt informs us of his high Eſteem and 
Approbation of it, Here will I dwell for I have 
4 Delight therein, Pal. cxxxit. v. 14. Are 
clandeſtine Marriages without a Licence (or 
with ſuch a Licence as would be almoſt Blaſ- 
phemy only to repeat after you) conſiſtent 
with the Orders and Conſtitutions of the 
Church. Or is Feaſting on ſuch Days as the 
Church requires Abſtinence and Faſting up- 
on, agreeable to its Preſcriptions and Rules? 
And yet on 4% Wedneſday laſt, after a refreſh- 
ing Breakfaſt at the Water-fide, after another 
Refreſhment you acknowledge in your aq 
na 


Mr. George Whitefield, &%. 95 
nal at Newport, you had afterwards an ele- 
gant Dinner at the White-Lyon in Cardiff 


with the famous Mr. H. Harris on one band, 


and a Diflenting Teacher on the other. I have 
often heard of ſome N uſed to 
Feaſt upon a Calve g- Head on the zoth of 
January in Contempt and Ridicule of the 


Day; your Feaſting ſo elegantly on ano- 


ther ſtrict Faſt ſcems. to have been done with 


the like View and Deſign; at leaſt is a-preg- 


nant Inſtance of your Obedience to the Rules 
of the Church; and a glaring Proof of your 
great Mortification and Self-denial. And yet 
you would gladly. have the Publick believe 
you eat no Dinner at all. For you artfully 
paſs over in Silence that Part of the Day; 
and mention only at the Concluſion of that 
Day's Farce, that you eat a little Supper, 
ſung a Hymn and went to Bed, page 117. 
Abſtemious Man! Was that little Supper ow- 
ing to a voluntary Mortification and Abſti- 
nence, or to the repeated Refreſhments and 
Entertainments of the Day. 5 
Upon the Whole, let any impartial Perſon 


take a ſerious View of your Falſehoods, In- 
conſiſtencies, Prevarications, malicious In- 


ſinuations, your Feaſting on ſo ſtrict a Fact 


of the Church, and compare it with what 


you ſo virulently exclaim againſt in me at 


the Water-ſide, and then judge whoſe Con- 


Co 
duct is moſt likely to be a-* ſtumbling Block 


'* to Thouſands' You would not forgive 


= mufs n N 


if 1 omitted — N 204 of 
the day . of Modeſty in your whole 
Journal, which is your not a the 
Clergyman's Name yon found at the Water- 
ſide ; and whoſe Character you endeavour to 
blacken by ſuch barefacd Falſehoods and 


bs malicious Miſrepreſentations. Conſcious of 
is Innocence, and of having advanced no- 


thing in his Defence but what is ſtrictly true, 


he il 1 not aſhamed to ſubſcribe himſelf 


e 10 1601 5% 25:48] * hots Nark. Wers. 


Wand . * now vat out for Penſloa- 
al _ the t. Indies, and from thence in- 
tends to proceed to G but juſt before 


his Departure, wrote an Anſwer to the Biſh 
of Londor's Paſtoral Letter, to We [ Het 
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